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Mr. PEARCE. I would ask the Senator upon 
om he would impose the penalty ? 

Mr. BRADBURY. Upon the recipient of the 
id. I think we have been paying for this work 

-some ten years past, at the rate of $25,000 a 
ear. 

Mr. PEARCE. If the Senator can contrive to 
draw up such an amendment as that, I think I 
ean promise him that I will vote for it. 

Mr. BRADBURY. If the Senate will pass 

y this amendment for the present, I will engage 
to draw up suc ha provision. 

Mr. HALE. I would ask the honorable chair- 
man, whether there have been any contracts made 
with rerard to this matter ? 

Mr. PEARCE. The Committee on the Libra- 
ry were authorized by law to contract, and they 
have contrac ted. 

The amendment was agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 29, noes 10. 

The next amendment was to insert: 

‘For the preparation and publication of a general cata 


sue of the Library of Congress, to be made in such man 
is the Joint Committee on the Library of Congress may 


lirect, $3,000." 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to add at the end of 
the first section, the following: 


‘ Mexican Boundary Commission.—For completing the 
survey of the Rio Grande, and for office work for one year, 


~ 12 

“Por arrears due to Major William H. Em :ry’s party, 
29) 00 

" «© Por expenses attending Lieutenant Whi, ple’s party 
from the Gila, 36,000. 


‘ For pay of commissioner and secretary, and for per- 
ind traveling expenses of the commissioner, $9,500. 

* Said sums to be disbursed upon warrants approved by 
the commissioner and surveyor and chief astronomer ; 
and in lieu of aclerk and assistant secretary, as heretofore 
allowed by regulation of the Department, there shall be a 
disbursing agent, who shall give bond for the faithful per 
formance of his duty, and his annual compensation shall 
not exceed $1,500, 

> Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the period lim- 
ited for the appointment of commissioner, surveyor, and 

lief astronomer by the act of May 15, 1850, shall be, and 
the same is hereby, extended (o the Ist of April, 1854. 

Mr. WELLER. This difficulty strikes me in 
regard to that amendment. The Select Committee 
ou the subject, of which I am the chairman, made 
a report some four or five weeks ago that the office 
of commissioner and surveyor had expired by 
limitation of law. The act of 1850 expressly 
provided that the Surveyor and Commissioner 
should hold their offices for three years from the 
ist of January, 1850, and no longer. The Select 
Committee to whom the subject was referred have 
made a report, which has been printed, and has 
been upon the table of every Senator, in which 
they have expressed the opinion that these gen- 
tlemen went out of office upon the Ist day of Jan- 
uary last. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator had noticed the 
second part of the amendment, he would have seen 
that it expressly extends the act of 1850, because 
it provides ** that the period limited for the appoint- 
ment of commissioner, surveyor, and chief astron- 
omer, by the actof May 15, i850, shall be, and the 

same is heret vy, extended to the Istof April, 1854.’ 

It was thought proper to extend the period for a 
year. 

Mr. WELLER. I move to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out the words ‘* by the commis- 

stoner and surveyor and chief astronomer; and in 
‘lieu ofaclerk and assistant secretary, as heretofore 

‘allowed by regulation of the Department, there 
‘shall be a disbursing agent, who shall give bond 

‘ for the faithful performance of his duty, and whose 

‘annual compensation shall not exceed $1,500,’ 
and to insert the werds “ the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior,”’ so that it shall read ‘* said sums to be dis- 
bursed upon warrant, approved by the Secretary 
of the Interior.’? My object is to have the amount 
supervised by him. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to, and the amendment as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. BUTLER. There are other committees 
which have amendments to offer, and important 
amendments. For the purpose of giving them au 


d6 


sonal 


opportunity of preparing them, I move that the 
Senate do now adjourn. 
Mr. HAMLIN. The 
has not got through. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
from South 


Committee on Finance 


] appeal to the Senator 
Carolina to withdraw the for 
a moment, so that] may move to postpone the 
bill till Monday, and ask a favor of the Senate, 
the last favor | am likely to ask, and that is to pass 
a little bill. 

Mr. BUTLER. I withdraw the motion. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I move to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill until Monday; 
and I beg the Senate to take up a bill for the reliet 
of B. B. Bennett, of Kentue ky. It is the case of 
an old soldier, whose claim for a pension was re- 
jected by the committee of the Senate because of 
some detect of testimony. I wrote to Kentucky, 
and evidence has been sent back here doing away 
with that defect, and the committee has now report- 
ed favorably on the case, and there is no objection 
to the bill. As Il asked this morning for a large 
favor, | am in the condition of the man who sur- 
rendered everything, and finally asked for some old 
clothes. [Laughter. ] 


Mr. BUTLER. Lethimhaveit. It is his last 
chance. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I beg to make a sugges 
tion. Can we not have the amendments of the 


various committees printed : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By common 
consent all the amendments intended to be pro- 
posed by standing committees, or by members of 
the Senate, can be laid upon the table informally, 
and ordered to be printed. 

It was so ordered; and the motion to postpone 
was agreed to. 


B. B. 


On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill for the relief of B. B. Bennett. It 
proposes to place his name upon the roll of inva- 
lid pensioners at the rate of eight dollars per month 
for and during his life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


EDWARD BOX. 


Mr. BELL. I have now an appeal to make to 
the Senate which | have never made before. | 
have a Democratic colleague inthe House of Rep- 
resentatives, who has a case of this kind: A Mr. 
Box, who is over ninety years of age, had a pen- 
sion granted to him under the act of 1832, which 
he enjoyed until 1842, when he had some quarrel 
with one of his neighbors, which excited his feel- 
ings somewhat. That neighbor threatened him 
that if he did not yield his pretensions in that con- 
test, he would deprive him of his pension. The 
old gentleman, not supposing such a thing possible, 
made no concession, and the first thing he knew 
the pension was suspended upon the affidavit of a 
young man of twenty-one years of age, that he 
was a Tory i n the Revolution. The Department 
now refuses, unless he goes back and gets new 

ffidavits reéstablishing those upon which his ori- 
ginal claim was founded, to give him a pension. 
| understand that the bill was referred this morn- 
ing to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
I move to discharge that committee from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill, that we may bring it 
before the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to place the name of Edward Box, of a 
nessee, on the revolutionary pension roll, at the 
rate of $6 66% per month, to commence on the 
4th of March, 1842, and continue during his nat- 
ural life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


BENNETT. 


NAVAL DEPOT AT NEW ORLEANS. 
Mr. SOULE submitted the following resolution 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 


agre ed to: 


Resolved, That the C Naval Affairabe in 
structed to inquire into the exped yor providing an ap 

priation tor the pu : Mf a suttab tor near 
New Orleans, with a view to establish there a naval depot 
nd navy worksh ps, agreeab tor uggs aned 
in the report ta. Congress of the Secretar Nav ind 
in the letter of the same offi r accompa g this resolu 
uuon. 

IRA BALDWIN. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill from the House of Kepre- 
sentatives for the relief of Ira Baldwin. It pro- 
poses to direct the Secretary of W to issue to 


war of 
oty 


l‘reas- 


lra Baldwin, a Canadian volunteer in the 


1812,a land w 


acres of 


irrant for three hur dred at d twe 


land, and thatthe S retary ol the 


ury pay to Ira Baldwin $180 for three months’ 
extra pay, and in full compensation for h ser- 
vices in the last war with Great B 
‘yy } ‘ ‘ } 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read 


third time, and passed. 


HARLOW SPAULDING. 


On motion by Mr. BRADBURY, the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the 
consideration of the bill from the Hiou Repre- 
gentatives for the relief of Harlow Spa hing. 

Mr. COOPER moved that the Senate adjourn; 
but the motion was not agreed to, there being, on 
a division—ayes 15, noes 20 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to Harlow Spaulding the usua mpensa- 
tion allowed naval store-keepers, in foreign places, 
for the time he acted tnt pacity Ma- 
hon and Spez , after ded ry the amount re- 
ceived by him as compensation for | services as 
Cc erk. ; 

Mr. HALE. I have unifo y osed bills 
of this character, and I cai tcdnsent to Line pas- 
sage of this bill now They are all wrong 

Mr. BRADBURY. [ will state that this allow- 
ance is recommended by the Department, and the 
case is one peculiar in its nature. There being 
no person who could be employed in the capacity 
of navalstore-keeper, tl lividua ent there 
and requested to stay There was a full examina- 
tion of the matter by the imittees of the Senate 
and of the Hou The 1 is very sn d is 
recommended by both. The tndividi vuld 
not have remained but for the in tions which 


he received 
Mr. BORLAND 
capacity ? 


When did he act in that 


Mr. BRADBURY. In 1848, for a very short 
time, under peculiar circumstaqggs 

Mr. HALE. I want to be consistent, and I do 
not want to have this bi naseed Since these 
applications have been made, while I have been 
here, I have uniformly voted against them. It 
very often happens persons in subordinate posi- 
tions, when at sea, perform duties of a hicher 
office than that which they hold, and [ have uni 
formly voted against allowing increased compen- 
sation for such accidental service, and I arn con- 


strained to do so now: but [ shall not kill time 
by making a speech. t myself 
voting against it. 


Mr. MORTON. I 


mode of legislation. There is such 


I shal! conter vith 


to this hasty 
a confusion 


in the Hall that it 1 utterly impossible to vote 
understandingly on any bill I therefore move 
that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Satrurpay, February 26, 1853 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. Prayer 
by the Rev. James GaLLaner. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approve 





























































































Sue well 
TO ee RRR a me 


o 


at entra regret rate eta sor om 


RC A an I SOE AL rit AO: ate tl NS 


Patan ty sain 


CO Rr EIN STS . 
Fah Ee RE, EINE bit a. 


882 


The SPEAKER. When the House adjourned 
on yesterday, the Clerk was tn the act of reading 
certain papers involving, as the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Stanty] contends, a ques- 


on of privilege. 

Mr. STANLY. They will be read asa matter 
of courtesy. No one will object, | presume. 

Mr. VENABLE. They ought to be read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope there will 
be no objection this morning to the reading of 
these papers. Let us dispose of them, and go on 
with the regular business of the House. 

The papers were then read, as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, i 
Wasuinoton, February 25, 1853. 4 

My pear Sir: IT was surprised to learn last evening that 
I had been assailed inthe House of Represefitatives yester 
day, fora wrong alleged to have been committed by me in 
regard to a youth named Collins, whois a clerk inthe Pen 
sion Office. As you were kind enough to contribute your 
aid in my defense, and as you are my immediate represent- 
ative, | beg leave to furnish you with a statement of the 
facts of the case, in the hope that you may be able to find 
a suitable opportuuity to present them to the House aud the 
country. 

In (he month of April, 1852, Mr. Collins, a clerk in the 
Pension Office, died suddenly, leaving a widow and a num 
ber of children, as | was informed, in a state of great desti 
tution. On the day of his death, and while bis corpse still 
lay in his house, the Rev. F. 8. Evans, who had been min 
istering to his wants during his illness, came to the Depart- 
ment, and with great feeling represented the distressed con- 
dition ot the tamily, and begged ime to appointa son of the 
deceased clerk to fill his father’s place. He represented him 
to be a boy about filteen years of age, and candidly admitted 
that he was not competent to fill the position without assist 
ance. But he informed me that to obviate the difficulty be, 
with the consent of the family of Mr. Collins, had spoken 
to Mr. Kane, an able and experienced clerk, who was a 
friend of the late Mr. Collins, and thathe had consented to 
exercise a fatherly supervision over the boy—to instruct 
hin in bis duties, and to perform such parts of them as the 
hoy could not discharge, and that it was understood that Mr. 
Kane, in consideration of these services, was to receive a 
stiitable compensation out of the salary of the boy. teing 
thus assured thatthe publie interests would not suffer by 
the arrangement, | agreed to appoint the boy to bis father’s 
office. In regard to the further details, | knew nothing, as 
the parties were all strangers to me, and up to the present 
hour [do not know that I have ever seen one of them. I 
heard no complaint from any quarter, and had flattered my 
self that I had done a commendable act in saving a family 
from want, and putting a meritorious boy in the path to pro 
motion. Butin the month of September last, Colonel Gen 
try called at the Department and made some complaint on 
the subject to the Chiet Clerk, who addressed a letter to the 
Commissioner of Pensions asking an explavation of the 
facts 

On the Ist day of October last, Linclosed a copy of the 
report of the Commissioner of Pensions to Colonel Gentry, 
with a letter of ny own explanatory of the facts of the case, 
which I regret that Colonel Gentry did not think proper to 
read to the House. T now send you acopy of it. 

Mr. Geutry has fallen into several errors of fact. The 
boy was not represented to me as sixteen years of age, but 
about filtleen, and so far from being a competent clerk, he 
could not perform the most simple duties of the station with 
outaid. - had nothing to do with the negotiation of the 
arrangement, and certainly did nothing to require that it 
should be entered into. It was a family arrangement—vol 
untarily agreed upon by the parties interested, before | was 
consulted. T presume | should have known nothing about 
it. but for the fact that it was necessary to give me some 
satistactory reason for appointing a boy of such tender 
years, and who was acknowledged not to be competent, 
without aid, to discharge the duties ot the office: Without 
some such satisfactory assurance as was afforded by the 
engagement of Mr. Kane, [ certainly would not have ap 
pointed young Collins, for [T would not have felt justified in 
following the dictates of humanity at the expense of the 
publle service. Wi Colonel Gentry called on me offi 
cially to annul this private contract between these parties, 
1 declined todo so. The family had procured the appoint 
ment of young Collins in consequence of the arrangement 
of Mr. Kane, and I thought that they had no right to eall on 
me to aid them in repudiating their contract. Kane had 
been their benefactor. Through his aid the family had ob- 
tained the means of support, and if they begrudged the com- 
pensation which they had themselves agreed to allow him 
for his assistanee and instruction to the boy, I did not feel 
that it was proper for me to unite in carrying out sucha 
purpose, 

| herewith submit also a statementfrom Rev. F. 8. Evans 
on the subject. 

In conclusion, I take the liberty of saying, that T chal- 
lenge the most rigid serutiny into this and every other offi 
cial act. All I desire is, that the facts shall be fully and 
fairly investigated before a judgment is pronounced. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your friend 
and obedient servant, 

ALEX. H. H. STUART. 

Hon. Jonn Letcuer, House of Representatives. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
WasuHinGTon, October 1, 1852. 5 

Sir: During my absence from the city, you called at the 
Department, as I learn, in relation to the case of young 
Collins, of the Pension Office. Inclosed is a copy of the 
Commissioner’s reply to a note of inquiry addressed to him 
on the subject by the Chief Clerk of the Department. I 
may add thereto, thatwhen Mr. Collins's father died, it was 
well known that the son was not fully qualified to discharge 
the duties required of a clerk in that office, but in consider- 
ation ofthe dependent condition of his mother’s family, I 
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| consented to place him there at the rate of $1,000 per an- 


num, with the express understanding, fully acquiesced in 
by all the parties concerned, that in consideration of the aid 
and instruction which it was agreed Mr. Kane, his room- 
mate, was to afford him, he was to pay him $200 out of his 
compensation. It was with this express understanding that 
the appointment was conferred upon Mr. Collins, and with- 
outit, | should not have felt justified in making it, nor should 
I feel authorized, in view ot the public interest, in retaining 
him in offiee, without some such arrangement, however 
much I may feel disposed to extend assistance to the family 
of Mr. Collins. - 

I ain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ALEX. H. H. STUART. 
Hon. M. P. Gentry. 
PENSION OFFrice, February 25, 1853. 

Dear Sir: I have received, and hasten to repiy to your 
communication of yesterday, in relation to some remarks 
made in the House of Representatives, about the appoint- 
ment oftaclerk in the Pension Office, *‘ with the under- 
standing that he was to contribute a portion of his salary to 
some other person. 7? 

t presume the case alluded tois that of young Collins. 
Shortly after I took charge of this office, Mr. Collins, of 
Tennessee, one of the clerks, died, leaving, as was under 
stood, a helpless widow and son. [toccurred to me thatthe 
young man, although a mere boy, miglit be useful, but that 
It Was not necessary or just to place him on an equal foot- 
ing with the old and experienced clerks, in regard to com- 
pensation. Ll suggésted, theretore, In @ communication 
which | addressed to you atthe time, that young Collins 
should be appointed, at the rate of S800 per aunuin, and that 
the residue of 3200 should be added to the salary of Doctor 
Kane, one of the vest clerks in the office, and whose com- 
pensation wasonly $1,000. L understood on inquiry that 
such arrangemeut had been frequently made in the various 
Departments, and in the particular case referred to, it was 
dictated solely by considerations of humanity aud justice. 
You had no other agency in the matter than togive sanction 

| to the arrangement, and it never Occurred to me thatit in 
volved any violation of law. If there be any blame in the 
transaction, L should at least take my full share of it, as it 
Was upon my representations that you sanctioned it. 

I will add, moreover, that it was distinctly understood at 
the time that the family were perfectly satisfied with the 
appointment on the terms proposed. tt was made at the 
earnest solicitation of both mother and son. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. E. HEATH, Commissioner of Pensions. 
Hon. Avex. H. H. Sruart, Secretary of the Interior. 
PENSION Orrice, September 30, 1852. 

Dear Str: The case of young Collins is simply this: 
His father was a clerk in the Pension Office, and died sud 
denly, in April, 1852, leaving a widow and children said to 
be very dependent. The case was represented to the See- 
retary, Who authorized the appointment of her son to the 
clerkship held by the father. But young Collins being but 
little more than a boy, and Dr. Kane being an experienced 
aud valuable clerk, having asalary of $1,000 only, and a 
large family to support, [ thouglit it’ just that he should be 
placed on a footing with the $1,200 clerks, and that young 
Coliins could well bear the corresponding reduction of #2U0, 

| ‘This arrangement was communicated to the Secretary, and 
unless | am mistaken, Was sanctioned by him. There was 
some complaint made by One or more of the Tennessee 
delegation, and I made a report on the subject, which [ 
was under the impression had been generally acquiesced 
in. Arrangements of the kind are frequently made, I ain 
informed,in other bureaus, and the importance and neces- 
sity of something of the Kind must be obvious to all. 

Yours very truly, J. E. HEATH. 
Greoree C. Warring, Esq. 

Wasnineton, February 25, 1853. 

Dear Sir: Agreeably to your request L have to state, 
that when I was Chief Clerk of the Pension Office, Mr. 
Collins, a very worthy man and a good clerk, sickened and 
died. [ was much attached to him, and felt deeply for the 
family. He lett a widow and a son, a youth, with probably 
one or two more ehildren. In order to afford means of 
support to the family, | proposed to the Secretary of the 
Interior to appoint young Collins to the vacant place, at 
$700 per annum, and to transfer the remaining $300 to other 
clerks. ‘This, | understood, not only met the views of the 

| family, but was gratefully received. Indeed, I regarded it 
as an act of kindness on the part of the Secretary. I would 
| mporeover state that | have understood this division of sal- 
| aries has been frequently done in the public offices. I re- 
| garded it as an act of pure charity. Very respectfully, 
F.S. EVANS. 
Hon. A. H.H.Srvarrt, Secretary of Interior. 
| Mr. STANLY. Irise to withdraw the motion 
| I made yesterday raising the question of privilege. 
Being satisfied that the House would do, as they 
have done, an act of justice to the Secretary, in 
having those papers read, I have no occasion to 
| Insist upon it. 

The SPEAKER. If not objected to, the fact 

that the papers were read by unanimous consent, 
| will go upon the Journal, and the Journal of yes- 
| terday in that immediate connection will be made 
| to correspond with the fact. 
| Mr. STANLY. I only desire to say that no 
| charge had been made, as I understand, by the 
| gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Gentry,] whol 
am sorry to see is not in his seat. The whole case 
is before the public, and there let itrest. My pur- 
| pose is answered, and I do not want to found any 
| proceedings upon it. 
| Mr. CABLE, of Ohio. 
‘| going upon the Journal. 


I object to this matter 


Feb. 26, 


i 

| TheSPEAKER. The papers do not go upon 

the Journal, but the fact merely that the papers 
were read by unanimons consent. iy 

Mr. CABLE. Will there be anything upon the 
Journal preceding this to which this refers? When 
this matter was up before, if I recollect, it was m 

| the Cominittee of the Whole on the state of the 

| Union, where there is no record made. I mean 

| when Mr. Gentry presented this question, 

|| TheSPEAKER,. The gentleman perhaps was 

| not in the [fall yesterday when this subject was 

| brought up on a privileged question. The Chair 

| overruled the question of privilege. 

| Mr. CABLE. This is the point of inquiry 

| This matter was brought before the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union by Mr, Gry. 
rry, and I wish to inquire if anything in relation 

| to that matter will appear upon the Journal to 

| which this day’s Journal wilt recur? 

| The SPEAKER. This paper will not appea, 
upon the Journal. The simple fact that the paper 
was read by unanimous consent this morning 
must appear upon the Journal. The question now 

| pending is upon the suspension of the rules upon 

| the motion made by thegentleman from Alabama, 
{Mr. Brace. } 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I ask permission of the 

| gentleman from Alabama, to say a few words. 
Mr. BRAGG. I will yield the floor to the 
| gentleman for that purpose. 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
|nessee |Mr. Wittiams] can be heard only by 
|} unanimous consent. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I ask permission to say 
only a few words. I desire to state, after having 
heard the letter of the Secretary of the Interior, 
and the other gentlemen, read, as an act of simple 
justice to young Collins, that the fact was doubt- 
| less true at the juncture of time at which he was 

| appointed, that he was incompetent to perform the 
duties of a clerk. 

Mr. STUART. Is this debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. Itisinorder. Thequestion 
was put distinctly to the House, whether the gen- 
tleman should by unanimous consent be permitted 
| to make his remarks, and no objection was made. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Collins died some 

months before the assembling of this Congress, 
and Mr. Stuart appointed his son to fill his place. 
| When I arrived here some months afterwards, 
| young Collins came to me, as he had formerly 
lived in my district, and stated that he was receiving 
| $700 a year, and that he was performing full duty 
| in the office. Not relying entirely upon young 
|| Collins’s statement, I requested a friend, a clerk in 
| that Department, with whom I was well acquaint- 
|| ed, to inquire into the facts, and ascertain whether 
| it was true that he discharged full duty at his 
|| desk. I received information, that he had dis- 
|| charged his whole duty. I then went in person 
to the Secretary of the Interior and informed him 
| of the fact. He thought that I must be mistaken, 
| and he stated that he would look into the matter, 
| As to the fact stated by Mr. Genrry, there was 
no mistake in fact, because at the time Mr. Stuart 
appointed young Collins, he was perhaps only 
| fifieen years of age, and at the time Colonel Gev- 
| TRY made the application in regard to his salary he 
| was sixteen years of age; it was a year afterwards, 
| | have never looked at this question in the light 
| that many have done. I do not desire to go fur- 
| ther at this time, than to do an act of justice toa 
| boy, who, as I believe, has discharged his whole 
| duty at his desk. 


PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
suspension of the rules amuse the motion made by 
the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Braae,] to 

take up Senate bill No. 586, to extend preémption 
| rights to unsurveyed lands, and for other pur- 
| poses. 

The bill was then read, as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
|| of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
| That so much of the provisions of the act approved the 4th ot 
September, 1841. entitled “An act to appropriate the pro- 
| ceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to grant preémp- 
| tion rights, as prevents aright of preémption from accruing to 
|| a person who shail have settled, or who shall settle, on land 
| reserved to the United States alternate to other sections 
| granted to any of the States, for the construction of any ca- 
| nal, railroad, or other public improvement,” be, and the same 
is hereby, repealed. And the right of preémption is bereby 
|| granted to the person who, atthe passage of this law, is an 
|| actual settler, on either of the aforesaid classes of land, and 
|| who made the first settlement thereon, and to the first set. 


} 
| 
| 
| 





| 


a on 





1853. 


or who sh - hereafter settie on any tract of said lands not 
y med by any existing settler, at the date of this 
if the dist abilities removed by this repeal thereof had 
xisted: Provided, That the settler on unsurveyed 
all give the ‘notice’? provided by law, to the register 
proper land office, within U iree months after the filir ig 
at of survey in said register’s office ; and the settler, 

te of this law, on any of the alternate sections re 
rallt le suc h “notice”? within three months from 
date of this act; and when he comes forward to con- 
ate his claim by filing the necessary proof, shall make 
ment therefor at the increased minimum attached to the 
i claimed : Provided further, That any settler who has 
or may hereafter settle, on lands heretofore reserved 
seeountot claims under French or Spanish grants which 
have been, or shall be hereafter declared by the Supreme 
( rt of the United States to be invalid, shail be entitled to 
hts of preémption granted by this act and the said 
ith of September, 1851, after the land shall have been 
ised from reservation, in the same manner as if no reser- 

vation had, at the time of the setuement, existed. 


The question was then taken upon the suspen- 
sion of the rules, and there were—ayes 91, noes 


— 
i 
ed. 





notcoun 
’ Mr. SEYMOUR, of Connecticut, demanded 
the yeas and nays, and tellers upon the yeas and 
Tell ers were ordered; and Messrs. Gray and 
CLINGMAN were appointed. 

The House was divided, and the tellers re- 
norted that there were—ayes 34, noes not counted. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly engrossed the 

lowing bills: 

R. No. 23. A resolution for strairhteninge 
e eastern boundary of the naval hospital lands 
New York. 
S. No. 429. 


S. Koberts. 


An act for the relief of Benjamin 


S. No. 59. An act to provide compensation to 
such persons as may be de signated by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to receive and keep the public 
money under the 15th section of the act of the 


6th of August, 1846, for the additional services 


required under that act. 


Mr. BRAGG. In order that the House may 
» understandingly, | take the liberty of saying 
if the rules are suspended, # shall move to 
ce out all of the bill after the enacting clause, 
| to insert, in lieu thereof, the following amend- 
ment as a substitute, viz: 


] 
2 
d 


iat the preémption laws of the United States, as they 
now exist, be, and they are hereby, extended over the al 
t ite reserved sections of pubite lands along the lines of 
the railroads in the Unif®@f States, wherever alternate 
ctions of public lands have been granted by acts of Con- 
gress; and thatit shall be the privilege of the persons re- 
ling on any of said reserved lands, to pay for the same 
soldiers’ bounty land warrarts, or in gold and silver, or 
i, in preference to any other person, and at any time be- 
they shall be offered for sale at public auction: Pro- 
1, The price to be paid shall, in all cases, be $2 5U per 
acre, Or such other minimum price as is now fixed by law 
upon said lands, and no one person shall have the right of 
| nption to more than one hundred and sixty acres of 
said land. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of Connecticut. I would sug- 
gest to the gentleman that he should offer that as 
a separate bill. 

tr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I wish to ask 
the gentleman from Alabama if he will accept this 
is a modification ? 


And provided further, That this act shall not extend to 
an case where such residence commenced ata period 

sequent to the reservation of such alternate sections 
as diore said. 


(Cries of ** That’s right!” ‘* That’s right !’’] 

Mr. BRAGG accepted the amendment as a 
modification of his amendment. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and there were—yeas 104, nays 
59; as follows: 


Y EAS~—Messrs. Aiken, Ashe, Averett, David J. Bailey, 
Thomas H. Bayly, Barrere, Bartlett, Bell, Bowie, John H. 
Boyd, Bragg, Brenton, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, George H. 
Brown, Busby, Joseph Cable, Thompson Campbell, Cart 
ter, Caskie, Chandler, Chastain, Clark, Clemens, Cobb, 
Conger, Cottman, Daniel, Darby, John G. Davis, Dawson, 
Disney, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Eastman, Edgerton, Ed 
mundson, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, Freeman, Thomas J. 
D. Fuller, Gilmore, Green, Gray, Grow, Hall, Hamilton, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson Ww. Harris, Henn, Hibbard, 
Holladay, Houston, Hunter, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, 
John Johanson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kurtz, Landry, Leteher, Mace, McCorkle, 
McDonald, McNair, McQueen. Meade, Miller, Molony, 
Heury D. Moore, Jolin Moore, More head, Murphy, N: abers, 
Orr, Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penn, Phelps, Porter 
Ric hardson. Riddle, Robbins, Robinson, Skelton, Smith, 
Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Abraham P. Stephens, Stone, St. Martin, Taylor, 
Townshend, Walsh, Watkins, Welch, Addison White, 
Williams, and Y ates —104. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Allison, John Appleton, 
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Wiliam Appl ‘ton, Babcock, Bowne, Brooks, Burrows. 
Caldwell, Chapman, Cleveland, Clit 


ngman, Coleock, Dea 
Dockery, Evens. Fay.Gamb e, Giddings, Goodenow, Hart, 


Haseall, Haven, Hebard, Horsford, Howard, John W 
Howe, Thomas M. Howe, ‘Thomas Y. How, Ives, J 
Daniel T. Jones, George G. King, Preston King. K . 
Lite, Mann, Martin, MeMullin, Millson. Mu ray, Ne wton, 
Penniman, Robie, Sackett, Sc! i 
S. Seymour, Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Stratton, 
Sutherland, Sweetser, Toombs, W ilbridge, Washburn. 
Welis, Wildrick, aad Woodward—59. 


MwonmaKer, Scurry, (? 


So, two thirds not voting in the 


affirmative ; the 
rules were not suspended. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 
Mr. HIBBARD. I rise to a privileged ques- 


tion. The Committee of Conference upon the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on House 
bill No. 332 have direc i me to make a report, 
which I now send to the Clerk’s de: 
The Clerk read the uae, which is as follows: 
The Committee of Conference on the disagreeir ig Votes 0 
the two Houses on House bill No. 332, ** making appropna 


ropn 
tions for the support of the Military Academy tor the year 


ending 30th June, 1854,’ have met, and after full and tree 
conference have agreed to recommend, anddo recommend, 
as follows: That the Senate recede from its second 
fourth amendments to said bill. 


The following are the amendments above re- 
ferred to: 

Second amendment: 

** For riding and exercise. hall, $12,000.” 


Fourth amendment: 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That hereafter th 
professors of French and drawing shall receive the pay a 
emoluments allowed to other professors; and the sum o 
$1,000 is hereby appropriated for that purpose, out of any 
money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated.”’ 


Mr. HIBBARD. I will simply state that the 
Senate have adopted the report of their committee, 
and have receded from their amendments, and no 
further action of the House will be necessary if 
this report is agreed to. 

The question was then taken, and the report of 
the,Committee of Conference was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. l move that the ruies be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I move that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. ‘This being private | bill de AY, 
the question will first be put on the motion of the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. EGERTON. |] 

Mr. EDGERTON. lI call for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Epcer- 
TON’s motion, and it was disagreed to. 

The question recurred upon the motion sub- 
mitted by Mr. Houston. 

Mr. STUART. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. Houston] to withdraw his 
motion for a moment, to allow me to take up the 
bill to extend the law in regard to the protection 
of the lives of passengers in steamboats. We 
can pass it in five minutes. 

[Cries of **Oh, no!’’ and ‘* Object!’’] 

Mr. STANLY. I rise to a question of order. 
1 desire to ask if reports from committees are not 
in order this morning ? 

The SPEAKER. They are not. 
vate bill day. 

Mr. STUART. 1 hope the gentleman from 
Alabama will withdraw his motion. 

Many MembBers ‘“*No, no!’ and * Object 199 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I shall obj ect Lo your mo- 
tion, if he does. , 

Mr. HOUSTON. A dozen gentlemen say they 
would object to the bill which the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. Srvart] proposes to take up. I 
cannot, therefore, withdraw my motion. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Hovston’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended, and the House re- 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Kine, of New York, 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 


i 


This is pri- 


bill ** making appropriations for the support of the 


Navy for the year ending June 30, 1854.’ 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The CHAIRMAN. When the committee last 


rose, the following clause of the bill was under 
consideration: 
“ For repair of vessels in ordinary, and for wear and tear 


of vessels in commission, including fuel and purchase of 


hemp, $1,700,000,” 
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tleman from New York [Mr. Brooxs] 


moved to amend the clause by adding thereto the 


a That no part of the aforesaid sum shall be 


ied ft rep i vessei when &@ Rew one can ve 


Ihe gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Mirrson] 
moved to amend the amendment, by adding 
‘Ey ept in the case of the frigate Constitution 


upon the amendment to the 
amendn t 
Mr. MILLSON I had misunderstood the 


iracter of the 


imendmentof the gentleman from 
‘ . . 
New York, ae Br oKs.] I find that mine is 


not necessary 11 withdraw it. 

Mr. HOU STON. Upon examination of that 
item, I find that there is a mistake in the amount 
as set forth in the printed The committee in- 


tended to rive the wi e of t 


deduction of 


le estimate, atter @ 
$°27,000, the an int necessary for 


building new vessels. That would leave $1,941,- 
$50, but instead of that, $1,700,000 has been in- 
serted. It is a mistake, and | desire the general 
consent of the committee to correct it. 


The CHAIRMAN It can be done by a mo- 
tion. The question must first be taken on the 
from New York, [Mr 
Brooks,] which has been debated. 1 

Tl juestion was then taken on Mr. Brooks's 
amendment, and it was rejected, 

HOUSTON. I now ask for the correction 
of the clerical error which I have pointed out. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no o! jection, 
the correction will be made. 

No objection was made, and the amount was 
accordingly changed to $1,941,450. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I offer the fol- 


lowing amendment: 


amendment of the rentleman 


I i, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 

ept the proposition ¢ United States Mail Steamship 
( pany, to turnis me oft ther mati steamships, } itun 
de their ¢ ra wit! e Gover i t, upon the following 
terms, to wit: The said compa shall, at their own rie« 

i expense, and under the direction of the Secretary of 
I Nav make i the alter ms and improvements ne 
cessary to prepare sa ship for her armament; will place 
. h armament on board, an subject the said ship io such 
test as the Secretary of the Navy shall direct, to determine 
her adaptation t ival purposes; and if such test ehall 
prove satisfact » the ud Ss etary, the Government 
sha take ! t poral iv ili :, to be ascer 
tained by appraisers chosen, one by the Seeretary ef the 
Navy. one by the Company, and in case of disagreement, 


these two to choose a third. 


Mr. HIBBARD. I rise to a question of order 


I submit that that amendment is not in order. I! 


‘ 


is notin accordance with the provisions of any 
existing law, as I understand it. If it be, it is 
certainly unnecessary to reénact that law. 

Mr. STANTON. Iwill state, what I presume 
is known to every member of the committee, that 
that amendment Is In pret 


law and with the rec 


e conformity with the 
mmendation of the Secretary 
of the Navy, upon whose suggestion this propo- 
sition was directed by the Committee on Naval 
Affa iirs to be reported. 


IIBBARD. If suchare the provisions of 


inn existing law we cannot change them and make 
new ones, and why should we reénact them ? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is 3f opinion 


that the amendment is in conflict with the Slst 


rule, and an evasion of it, and ig therefore com- 
, i 


pelled to sustain the point of order. It is an ap- 


propriation for purposes not authorized by lamer, 
~ Mr. PENN. 
propriation. 

Mr. STANTON. 
sity of appealing from the decision of > Chair. 

Mr. PENN. The amendment makes no ip- 
propriation. The work is to be done at the ex 
yense of the company. 

Mr. FLORENCE. It isclearly giving direction 
to an existing law and must be in order. 

Several Members. Read the amendment. 
ihe Clerk again reported the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the amendment is in direct conflict with the rule, 
and is, therefore, out of order. From this de 13 
ion the gentleman from Tennessee appeals, and 
the question 18, ‘*Shall the decision of the Chau 
stand as the judgment of the committee ? 

The question was put; and,ona divis 
were 57 in the affirmative. 

Mr. ORR. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jackson and 
Price were appointed 


The amendment makes no ap- 


I shall be under Pm! CER. 


ion, there 





oo 
read 


— 


ee eee 
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aon aes 
rhe quest tlon was tellers 


taken, and the 
no eo voting. 


then 
reported—ayes 6 4, noes 42; 
{Loud cries of “eC ill the roll! 
Mr. STEPHENS, of ¢ 
there be a recount ’ 7 
Mr. ORR. [| object. There is a quorum in 
the Hall, but ventlemen will not take the trouble 
to rise from their seats and vote 
{Loud cries of ** Recount !’’| 
Mr. ORR. Well, sir, | will withdraw my ob- 
tion. 
Mr. STUART. Before we are 
upon to vote, ask that the 
niay be stated and the amendment read. 
The Clerk again reported the amendment. 
Mr. JENKINS. I understand the proposition 
to be, in two words, 
building them. 
{ Loud cries of ** Order!” 
over the Hall.] 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate in order. 
The Chair will read the rule with referenc e to ap- 


propriation bills. It is as follows: 


teorgia. Oh, no! Let 


called 


question of order 


again 


to purchase ships instead of 
and great confusion all 


is not 


No appropriation shall be reported in such general 
appropriation bills, or be in order as an amendmentthereto, 
d by law, un 
forsuch public work 
already in progress, and for the contin 
gencies for carrying on the several Departments of the Goy 
ernment.”? 


for any expenditure not previously autho 


leas in continuation of appropriation 
and objects as are 


That is the whole rule. The law does not au- 
thorize the construction or purchase of ships for 
the Navy of the United States, and upon that 
ground no appropriation for that purpose is in 
order. The Chair so ruled yesterday, and his 
decision was sustained by the committee. The 
Chair regards this as a proposition to purchase a 
ship and direct it to be equipped, and in conflict 
with that rule. The amendment, 
not pertinent to this bill. It relates to the service 
of the Post Office Department. 

Mr. STANTON, of ° l ask if it is 
not competent for me to state that the law author- 
izing this line of steamers 

{Loud cries of ** Order!’’] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will be happy 
to hear the gentleman from Tennessee, unless ob- 
jection is made. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I object. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. ‘The 
Tennessee has an undoubted right, 
to state the cround of his appeal. 
The CHAIRMAN. He has stated it once, 

Mr. STANTON. I take the appeal on the 
ground that the law authorizing this line of steam- 
ers provides that the Government may, at any 
time, take one of the steamers 
specified in thatamendment. It does not propose 
to build new ships, but only to carry out——- 

{ Loud cries of ** Order!’ and ** Question hl 

The tellers then resumed their places, and the 
question ‘* Shall the de- 
tand as the judgment of the 

+ 


moreover, 1s 


Tennessee. 





gentleman from 
under our rules, 


on the conditions 


having been again put, 
cision of the Chair 
committee ?’’ the tell 

A further 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment ruled out of order. 

Mr. BROOKS. I send up an amendment tothe 
Chair, and before the Chair decides upon the ques- 
tion of its being in order, | desire to call his at- 
tention to an existing law providing for the con- 
struction of these ships, and which will make this 
amendment in order. 

And that the frigates Sabine and Santee, now on the 
stocks, shall beTaunched and made ready for service. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Why,a part of this appro- 
priation is for that express purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair then decides 
the amendment to be in order 

Mr. BROOKS. 
the laun 


ers reporte 


count was notinsi ned on. 


1 move the following: 


There is a great necessity for 
hing of these ships. But I wish first to 


eall the attention of the committee to the effect of 


the existing laws in relation to the repair of old 
ships, under the laws as they now stand. Hav- 
ing no law to build a new steamer, the old Prince- 
ten steamer was torn down, and then rebuilt, 
preserving the machinery and the name, and that 
was about all; to do which cost about as much, if 
not more, than it would have cost to build the hull 
of a new steamer outright. The Governmentare 
thus every year at thousands of doilars unneces- 
sary expense, because, in order to keep up the 
Nav y, it becomes necessary thus tear down and 
build up, there being no authority to build up 


anew. The steamer Vixen was torn down and 
rebuilt in like manner; and in this case about the 
whole hull, | believe, was taken away. Indeed, 
in many of these cases of repair, the whole ships 
are torn down and taken away, with the exception 
of mere fragments left for the pur pose ot  aveuiing y 
the law. The Princeton had nothing left but a few 


knees. 


Now, sir, these frigates Sabine and Santee are 
upon the stocks, and have been there for many 
years. I understand they are in danger of suffer- 


and 


een recommended over and over 


dry-rot; and their launening 


} 


ing from the 
equipment have 
again in the public documents which I have before 
me accompanying the reports of the Secretaries of 
the Navy, both by the Secretaries themselves, and 
} , } > ‘ , e ‘ . ? 
by the Bureau of Construction. 
Froan ( 
“The Bureau would recommend that the 
frigate Sabine, on the stocks at New York, and Santee, at 
Portsinouth, New Hampshire, be completed and launched 
to supply the places of the Constitution and the (Tnited 
States. The Sabine and Santee have been on the stocks 


in an unfinished state for many years. ‘They are of larger 
) 


; * 
pmmodore S ner’s Ff 


teport. 


respectiully 


dimensions than those it is proposed to reheve from sea 
service, and may, it is believed, be launched and quipped 
ata cost not far, if at all, exceeding the amount required to 


repair and equip old frigates. The economy of the meas- 
will run a number of years 


ynstruction, Nov 


ure is eV 

without r 

Pa50 
‘The Bureau last 5 


as the new ship 


pairs.?? Bureau of ¢ ember i, 


ear also offered for consideration the 


ropriety of launching the frigates Santee and Sabine, and 
necessary maciinery to drive 
November }, 


~Bureau of Construction, 


| 

tw ne nish one or both with the 
them sa steam.”’ 

Lt 


From Commodore Shubrick’s Report. 

‘ Asageneral rule, the repairs required to a vessel-of-war 
increase with her age, every successive thorough repair 
being more expensive than the last, until a thorough repair 
becoines almost equal in cost to the expense of a new ship. 
It would therefore be sound ¢ even if it shouid 
be deemed that we have asutiicient number of ships in the 
water for the current service of the Navy, to discontinue 


conomy, 


the use ¢ some of the oldest, and introduce others in their 

stead by launching the two trigates Sabine and Santee, that 
ve been on the stocks since 1823, and by building gome 

sloops-of- war. ’’— Bureau of Construction, §c., 1852. 


But, in reply to the suggestion of the genuleman 
from Alabama, that the Navy Department now 
have the authority to launch these ships, I have to 
say that that Department have not heretofore felt 
at liberty, under the laws, to launch them, without 
especial direction. ‘hey have not considered it a 
proper exercise of the power ¢ tended to them, and 
for this reason these ships have remained on the 
stocks for many years, and there will continue to 
remain, unless an express provision is made for 
the purpose of having them launched, or unless 
Congress gives some intimation to that effect. The 
Navy Department has heretofore so construed their 
powers as not to be able to do it, and they will go 
on rebuilding ** Princetons’’ and teari ng down and 
rebuilding ‘* Vixens.’’ That is precise] y what 
they are now doing with the old frigate Constel- 
lation at Norfolk, a ship not The 
Constellation isa second-class frigate of thirty-two 
guns, and was launched at Baltimore in the year 
1797, more than half acentury ago. Her timbers 
are very rotten, and for the most part will have to 
be replaced with new, and her model will no doubt 
require some alteration to conform somewhat with 
ships of more recent construction. The vessel has 
been allowed for years to retain her position in 
that portion of the Norfolk navy-yard technically 
known as **Rotien Row,’’—where shemight have 
remained, had not the present exigencies of the 
service compelled the Department to have her re- 
paired. 

To keep up the Navy, the Department is thus 
obliged to razee the Constellation, and to convert 
her, at great expense, into a sloop-of-war. Such 
is the folly, suc th the imeansistenc y of our laws. 

{ must say, then, that unless the House is mad— 
stark mad—it will alter these laws with reference 
to the construction and repairs of vessels of the 
Navy, and will go on building as the public exi- 
gencies require. - Otherwise it will be utterly im- 
possi ble to imp rove the models of our J] Navy. We 
are obliged to follow models of vessels which have 

been in existence for fifty years; and so long as 
we are et to follow the models of such 
vessels, we shall be behind the age in the construc- 
tion of our naval vessels, and behind all the navies 
in the world. The House, however, seems to 
have decided it will do nothing more for the Navy; 
nothing towards keeping up with the spirit of the 
age; but it cannot deprive us, who protest against 
its conclusion and its acts, from thus publicly 


worth repairing. 


| making our protest against its folly. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Chair thinks 


Feb. 26, 


Mr. HOUSTON. I understan d, from the read 
ing of this report, that the Secret ary ¢ f the Nay 
intends to do just what the gentleman from New 
York proposes to acco mplish by his amendn ent 
It was pree ise] y for that purpose that a | part of 
this estimate for $1,941,000 was made. | 
again read the portion of the report of Con 
dore Shubrick 
says: 

* Tt would therefore be sound economy, even if jt eho.) 


t snoy ? 
be deemed that we have a sufficient number of sh p 


Uv 
vt 


Whi 


Imo- 
which refers to this matter. He 


water for the current service of the Navy, to discontiny, 

the use of the oldest, and introduce others in their < 

by launching the two frigates Sabine and Santee, t : 
J é 


been on the stocks since 1823, and by building some gs}, 
of-war. 
“The frigates 


above named were, when laid down 


| the largest class, but are inferior to the frigates of + 


ent day of the first class: and the changes which thy 
duction of new applications of power and new 
ments of armament are making in the conmipositio 
navies as Well as of our own, may soon make the 
value. By putting them in the water now, for w 
small appropriation would be needed, and using 
heavy expenses in the repair of old ships would be avo 
and room would be made to take advantage of the inypy 
ments in architecture and armament, by which t 
may hope to keep pace with the navies in comparison y 
which we must so frequently be placed. 

‘ Provision has been made in the estimate for repp 
the Franklin, pavers four, reducing her to a razee of (jy 
guns, and the Conustells lation frigate, of thirty six guns, rr 
ducing her to a first class sloop-of war, by whic h two y ilu 
able cruising vessels wou'd be made available. 





Now, it occurs to me that this covers the whole 
cround. I am voting for this approriation with 
the express understanding, on my part, that we 
are giving this money in part, for the purpose of 
completing and launching the Sabine and the San- 
tee, ae in part for the repair of the Franklin 
and the Constellation. 

Mr. BROOKS. If it does, then why not say 
in the hill? , 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iam voting for the appro. 
priation with that express understanding, and | 
do not think the amendment is at all necessary. 
I hope it will not be adopted. / 

Mr. FLORENCE. If this amendment is to 
pass, then | move further to amend, by adding 
the following » VIZ: 

“For repairing the Franklin seventy-four, reducing her 
to a razee of fifty guns, and the Constellation frigate, of 
thirty-six guns, reducing her to a first class sloop-of- war.” 

Mr. Chairman, if the amendment offered 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Brooks} 
is necessary to provide, how one portion of this 
appropriation is to be expended, this provision is 
just as necessary to provide how the other portion 
shall be expended. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let us vote against it all. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Very well; I am willing 
to take the vote without any further remarks. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. For- 
ENCE’s amendment to the amendment, and it was 
not agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Brooxs’s 
amendment, and being taken, the amendment was 
also disagreed to. 


Mr. STANLY Is there now any amendment 


pending? 

The CHAIRMAN. No amendment is now 
pending. 

Mr. STANLY. I move the following amend- 
ment: 


Page two, after line twenty-three, insert : 

For the equipment, maintenance, and support of an ex 
pedition for the exploration of the interior of Africa, east 
ward of Liberia, and the ascertainment of the resources ot 
that region for the, colonization of the free blacks of the 
United States, 125,000. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. 
The appropriation proposed in that amendment 
is not authorized by any existing law. { submit 
that the amendment is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. Upon that principle the 
the amendment is not in order. 


Mr. STANLY. Before the Chair makes his 


| final decision upon that point, I ask permission to 


correct the gentleman from Missouri as to a matter 
of fact. An expedition has been already fitted 


| out upon that coast, and they are now making a 


survey. The matter was referred to in the report 
of the Secretary of the Navy; and not only this, 
but beth those who are going out of power and 
those who are coming into power, and who are 
entitled to the confidence of my friend from Mis- 
souri, are in favor of this noble enter prise. 

A Member. That is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. Specific appropriations 


| are made for specific purposes, and a specific ap- 





+ ll me tity 








n may have been made for this purpose; 
he Chair is of the opinion that there is no law 


ithorizing further appropriations to be 


' +» this direction, and therefore decides the 

dment to be ou of order. 

| following clause of the bill being under 
deration-—— 

F rdnanee and ord: stores and small arms, in 
+ incidental expenses, two hundred thousand dol- 
™ . 

Mr. FLORENCE moved to insert after the 


a ‘hun ired”’ the words “* and one, 
»rmount $201 000, and 


SO as to 


to add at the end 
following: 


iragraph the 


r ie twenty-five, insert: 
. That the sum of 31,000 be, and is hereby, 
ypriated from the appropriation of ordnance and ord 
tores, for the purpose of testing the invention of 


*renus giving the or rifle 


ind shelis ff 


rotary to elon 


oi smooth bored cannon of small or 


motion 


r 


Mr. EHLOUSTON. I wish to ask if that amend- 
is asked for by the Committee on Naval 
i| Affairs? 
Vir. FLORENCE. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Then I shall vote against it. 
Mr. FLORENCE. This 
an appropriation of $1,000 for the purpose 
invention there alluded to. I will 
y state, that by a rule which has been estab- 


It is not. 
amendment is to 


fine the 

1, it requires an appropriation upon the part 
Congress before the Navy Department will be 
ized to make the experiment. It is a mat- 
creat national importance if it turns out to 
inventor for it. There is a 
felt in relation to the matter 
¢ the officers of the Navy, and I have felt it 

my duty to present the amendment for the consid- 
of l present the following 


what the 
j _! 


‘ 
ey tea Ui 


claims 


interest 


1: of the committee. 
oranda of the inventor, which | send to the 
Clerk’s desk, and ask to have read in the five min- 
ites to which I am allowed. 
The memoranda was read, as follows: 
VMemor 
Ist. W invention is. 
itis a secret method for giving the rotary or rifle-motion 
elongated shot and shells from smooth-bored cannon— 
vention of great national importance, and one vainly 
sht for by the Government for many years. 
|. Prentis’s preposition to the Government. 
his was made by his letter of April 27, 1849, to the 


anda concerning Mr. Prentis’s Invention. 


pat the 


President of the United States, and to the Secretaries of 


War and 
wing. 


Navy, and renewed by letter of the 16th of May 
He makes known the fact of his discovery, 
yroposes to disclose it to any officers to be appointed by the 
Government, and to demonstrate in their presence, by ex 
riment, that he has discovered a method for giving the 
rotary, rifle-motion, &c. &c. Said officers to make report 
{ the facts. 

If such shot and shells have the motion as rifle balls 

ve, and will preserve their front ends forward to the ex- 

t of the explosive power applied, then for his dis 

sure he claims at least $150,000, and will convey to the 
Government of the United States the sole use and control 
of the invention. If the proposition be rejected, then he 
asks a certificate of his having made the same, that he 
might offer it to any foreign Government without being sub- 
ect to the charge of violating his duty to his own. 

Letit be observed, that Mr. Prentis asked no compensa- 
tion, nor does he now, without a full demonstration of the 
success of his claimed invention. 

Prentis’s proposition a epte i. 
The Secretary of the Navy, by letter of the 17th of May, 


i9, says: “If you will present yourself and your inven- 
tion, on the terms indicated in your letter of the L6th instant, 
at the navy yard in Washington, an officer will be detailed 


intend the experiments and report results.’? 
Seeretary of War joined in the acceptanee, and re- 
quested that an officer of the Army should also witness the 
experiments; and by letter of June 23, 1849, wrote to the 
etary of the Navy, that he should *‘ write immediately 
to Mr. Prentis and accept his propositions.’? 

ith. Experiments and report thereon. 

Experiments were made at the United States Arsenal at 
West Troy, New York, onthe 10th and 12th days of Aug 
ust, 1850, with a small gun of about one-and a half ineh 

liber—the size proposed by Mr. Prentis, and agreed to. 

Nonel Baker, of the Army, August 23, 1850, reported 

the results to General Talcott. From this report it appears : 
t. That eleven rounds were fired. 

1. That five shots hit the target. 
missed it no opinion enuld be drawn.) 
dd. That in each of the shots that hit the target, the exper- 


(From those which 


| iment was successful, as the shell ent®red the target point 
f remMmost ; and therefore, trom necessity, with the rotary, 
, rifle-motion. 

1. In the important language of Colonel Baker, “ The 


Opinion [have formed after witnessing the experiments of 
Mr. Prentis is, that there was given to the shot fired from 
the gun the ‘ rifle-motion,’ and that the shot evidently re- 


> ' 


tains that motion until! it hits the target.” 

> \ supplemental report was afterwards made by Colonel 
saker.in the form of answers to certain interrogatories 
presented to bim by Mr. Prentis, through the War Depart- 
ment. From this it further appears: 

3 ist. That the gun Was a common sinooth-bore, and loaded 
at the muzzle, 

2d. ‘That the prof§ectiles fired were hollow. 











l. That they, were “ elong 1, or conical, or peat 
Hnaper 
= 2 the restion Did thes wh : 
irged from the gtin, receive the 1 tion wa ven 
1 following answer 
| it pe es a. i re ‘2 ‘ 
ps. a 4 . a large gave evi 

th | tt Ww mportant } Was t 
rself ev nt ta ind plainly demonstrated to vou, that 
the principie of the improvement could be > gradu 1 as 
to comp ‘ i irged tt i g 
rr less sil viven tance Vas given the { 
ing answe 

“I'he principle is undoubtedly capable of graduating the 
distance of tt 10m Of rotatio 

Phus it appears the experim s were I . und 
Mr. Prentis did accomplish that w is ¢ ' 
sought for, but had hitherto baffled all the ef ts of hun 
ingenuity He periormed what he undertook, which was 
io give the rotary or ritie-mot ito el on lshot ors 3 
from smooth bore cannon. in y Tk th Gov 

‘ome into possession = ret nis iy 
tron tarougn its omcers. 

6th. What is nou canted. 

Colonel Baker, in his report, Suggested a ** doubt as to 
the applicability of the invent.on to “* heavy ordnan 
merely a ** doubt.” 

Such applicability is precisely what Mr. Prentis wants 
now to show. He claims that his invention is just as ap 
plicable to heavy as to light artillery, the principle is the 
same whatever the size of the eur No experiments ive 
ever been made with heavy guns. ‘The experiments thus 
far have en at Mr. Prentis’s own expense 


But Mr. Prentis cannot well supy himself with a heavy 


piece of ordnance ; and alter the success of the experiments 
thus far and to the extent claimed and proposed by him, the 
Goverument can well afford jo give him the faciliti " 
experimenting with a heavy gun. 

The object now sought is to provide for experimenting 


with large shot and shells 
The expense of the experiments to the Government will be 
trifling in amount, while to Mr. Prentis 


it would be great 
The alleged discovery is of immense importance and Mr 
Prentis seeks from the Governmeat no personal gain—asks 
none—expects none—unless his invention be what he 
claims, and the Government wish control of it. 
7th. After bringing it fairly to the attention of the Gov 
ernment, and after demonstrating as he has its power to 
accomplish the end so long desired, he now asks Uiat the 
Government may experiment on a larger scale to remove 


simply a ** doubt 


lle conceives 
country, as an 


ted not by himself, 
that he has now done what 
American citizeu, required. 

If he finds himself at last repulsed with harassing delays 
and inaction, which are sometimes 


sugue 





mut by anothe 


his duty to his 


worse than re 
tion, then he will feel himself at liberty to make known his 
invention, and offer the same to any foreign Government. 


Mr. HOUSTON here obtained the floor. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Iask the gentirman from 
Alabama to yield me a moment of his time for an 
explanation of this matter. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I yield to the gentleman fora 
moment 

Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama asked whether this matter had received the 
approval of the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
whether it has been offered by the direction of 
that committee. Though it has not been offered 
by the direction of the committee, I may state 
that so far as | have conversed with the members 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs—and I have 
conversed with a majority of them—it has received 
their approval, and | intended to have presented it 
to the committee, but not having had an oportunity 
to do so, I submit it with the consent and appro- 
bation, and by the advice of the members of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There has been a great deal 
of difficulty growing out of the various inventions 
used in connection with the Navy, and as there 
may be some contest as to w ho may ve the true in- 
ventor, | think it is as littleas we can do to let the 
matter alone, until we can be certain that we shall 
do no individual harm. 

I am given to understand by the gentleman 
from New York on my right, [Mr. Haven,] that 
there is a petition before the House, in which this 
very invention is claimed by some other individ- 
ual. If there were no dispute about it, it 
seem to me that the matter, being in the charge of 
so efficient and distinguished a member of the 
Naval Committee as the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, and not having been oy him | 
that committee for investigation, it ought to be 
voted down. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. Fiorence, and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. FLOYD. [I offerthe fi 
‘ he clause relating to the Naval 
Annapolis, Maryland: 


often 


does 


' eect 
resented to 


lowing ame! dment 
to come In after the 
i wail > at 
AcauemMmy atl 


Vidin 


For pr g surf-boats and boat-houses, one to be placed 
on No- Mans-Land. south side of Long Island, 
between Montauk Point and Fire Island, and « ster 
Pond Point, 210,000, to be expended under the direction 


of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I dik whether that amend- 


two on the 


on) 
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ment is in order to this bi it may be im order 
as an amet nent to tne Y louse Dill, W i 
will be efore the | se directiy, ut ‘ I ° 
iS itseems tome, re in Ler »> the Navy 
Di I, 

Mr. FLOYD l utter has no connection 
with en es or Wi re i y ste 

ic pl t Vv ot ie dt } owes M rd 
for word, an i mpration mde OY nis tieuse, 
not to the light-hou , but to reneral at 
ropriation ii of Tsou 

The CHAIRMAN TheCh cs the sub- 
ject treo wi { , a i innot be 
ottered as an an Lt to it. 


Mr.GOODENOW. Ioffer the followinzamend 


ment, to come 

i supply { : \ h Phil 
Ips’s fire an ' itor, u i i 
tthe Navy, and at 

I have offered this a Iment consequence 
of a suggest 1 made y the Secretary of tl 
Navy ytom He informed me tha e had a 
dressed a note to the hairman of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, in which he called the attention 
of that gentleman to u biect. I understand 


from the chairman that | 
note. l w 
Navy—— 

Mr. SWEETSER, 


q iestion of order. 


iS not received that 
is informed by the Secretary of 
ting.) ] 


1 submit that this 


{ interruy rise to a 
amendment 
is not In order. 

The CHAIRM AN The noint of 
rather late, but tl 
the amendment proposes a direct appropriation to 
extend the supplies for the Navy, it is in order. 

Mr. GOODENOW. I was about to say that 
the Secretary of the Navy informed me t! ut these 


Chair is of opinion 


re annihilators have been introduced with great 
success in the British Navy, and that he deemed 
ita matter of creat consequence and value to our 
Navy armament that our vessels should be sup- 
plied with these machines. As the appropriation 
is only $6,000, and it is to be expended under the 
direction and at the discretion of the Secretary of 
the Navy, | hope the committee will agree to it. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Goopenow, and it was not 
agreed to. PF 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I offer the fol- 
lowing amendment, to come In at the same place: 
al observations, 
the direction of the Sec 

Mr. HOUSTON. The recommendation of this 
item of appropriation, which is the usual one, 
was sent in after the bill was from the 
committee. 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am instructed by the 
mittee on Ways and Means to offer an 
ment, to come in at the end 
for the navy-yard at Boston. 
The amendment was as follows: 


For meteorologi to be condu 


retary of the Navy, 


ted 


a2 O00, 


under 


reported 


Com- 
’ 

amenGd- 

of the ap 


propmation 


For building engine-house, $30,006 
Mr. HOUSTON. This appropriation is for 
work which has already been performed. 


The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was adopted. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment to the clause making appro - 
priations for the navy-yard at Brooklyn: 


And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby empowered 
and directed to sell and ¢ 


mvey to any purchaser, that por 
tion of the Government property in Brooklyn which lies 
between the western side of Vanderbilt avenue and the 
hos] ital grounds : Provided, The same shall notbe sald tor 


less than 80.000, being the « ind the sum for 
which said property hereby appropriated 
for the improvement of the navy-yard, according to the 
estimates of the Department. 


Mr. LETCHER. 
as it is out of order. 

Mr. STANTON. 
statement. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that, as the amendment refers to a work which 
itself in the bill, it is in order. 

Mr. STANTON. The property referred to in 
the amendment is situated in front of the city of 
Brookivn. The city has run two avenues through 
that land, and there isa 
of Brooklyn and the Governme 
States 
the property. 


pst thereof: 


shall be sold, is 


I object to the amendment, 


I desire to make a single 


difficulty between the city 


some taxes and other charges upon 


The State of New Y 


is to 


rk refuses to 










a 














































































SER Te eet tmintny ms 
SO ey EE EE epactame ee 


ge 


Te eeieaiaiiammtaidaetes aoe 


surrender the jurisdiction, and the city of Brook- 
lyn insists that it 1s necessary for the convenience 
of the people that these avenues shall continue 
through these lands to the river. I have a letter 
from the Navy Department, in which they say 
that it would be well to dispose of that property, 
unless the jurisdiction of the United States can be 
extended over it. Now, sir, independent of this 
mud-flat, the Government has nearly two hundred 
acres of ground there,a very large portion of which 
is entirely unnecessary, and which will require 
rrobably some two or three hundred thousand 
dollars to fill up. 

If this amendment could be adopted, and this 
property can be sold for that sum, it will save the 
Government, not only $80,000, for which it will 

ye BOK nel 1@ Bum Which li Wilii COs oni itup. 
| ld, but tl hich it will t to fill it uy 

I will read a passage from the letter to which | 
have referred: 

‘“ Butif it should be found impracticable to obtain juris 
diction over all these grounds without relinquishing a por 
tien for streets and easements, that part between the west 
side of Vanderbilt avenue and the Hospital grounds, coutd 
be disposed of with least injury to the Government. ‘This 
part contains about twenty -six and a half acres, including 
Vanderbiltand Clinton avenues, in which there are about 
six acres. 

* Question.—First, what was the whole cost of such un 
improved part as may be dispensed with? and second, 
what, in the opinion of the Department, it would bring at 
public sale? 

** Answer First, the whole cost ofthe lands recently pur 
chased was $285,000. The whole quantity about seventy 
three acres; and ata pro rata cost, the value of the twen 
ty-six and a halfacres would be #103,458. Second, the 
amount which these twenty-six and a half acres, which 
may be dispense d with, would bring atauction, would prob 
ably not be more than £50,000, these premises being en 
cumbered by the two avenues before mentioned.”’ 


Now, sir, I propose to make the property bring 
its cost, and that it shall not be sold for less than 
gn0 O00. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I wish to pro- 
pose an amendment to the amendment of the ven- 
tleman from Tennessee, by striking out ** $80,000, 
being the cost thereof,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof 
the words, **the cost and interest thereon.’ I 
suppose that this real estate in Brooklyn has in- 
creased in value since this purchase by the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. PRICE. It is worth less than the original 
cost. 

Mr. STUART. I desire to have the amend- 
ment read as it will read if that amendment is 
adopted. 

The amendment was accordingly read, as fol- 
lows: 

** And the Seeretary of the Navy is hereby empowered 
and directed to sell and convey to any purchaser that por 
tion of the Government property in Brooklyn which lies 
between the western side of Vanderbilt avenue and the hos 
pital grounds, provided the same shall not be sold for less 
than the cost and interest thereon; and the sum for which 
said property shall be sold is hereby appropriated for the im 
provement of the navy-yard, according to the estimates of 
the Department.”’ 


Mr. STANTON. I accent the amendment of- 
fered by the gentleman from Georgia. 
Mr. BOWNE. Lsimply desire to say that I 


should like to see that property sold, in order that | 


the people of the city of Brooklyn may have ac- 
cess to the water on that side of the city. For 
that reason [ object to the language of the amend- 
ment which has been accepted by the mover of 
the original amendment, because the property was 
sold to the Government in 1848, at a price which 
no individual would have paid for it. It is not 
worth as much to-day as the Government paid for 
it, and the amendment of the gentleman from 
Georgia defeats the whole object of the proposi- 
tion. The Government does not want the land, 
not having the least use for it. They have about 
two hundred and twenty-five acres in the navy- 

ard and hospital grounds, running a mile and 
Letter directly in front of the city, and the whole 
city desire to have it sold, in order that the inhab- 


itants may reach the water of the East river with- | 


out being compelled to go a mile to cart a load of 
brick. 


I am well assured, from observations just made 


to me, that the interest clause will defeat the whole | 


matter. [ do not think that the property will 
bring $80,000 if advertised for thirty months in- 
stead of thirty days. I am tolerably well advised 
of the value of property in the city of Brooklyn. 
I know the amendment will defeat the object de- 
signed to be accomplished. This is a very plain 
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injury will result to the Government, and it will 
be of benefit to the people of Brooklyn in enabling 
them conveniently to reach the water. The land 
proposed to be sold consists almost entirely of 
deep mud; and if the Government fill it up, and 
that it must do before it will be of any use, it will 
cost $200,000, for the reason that the Government, 
as all the world knows, has always to pay an ex- 
tortionate price for such services. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Does not 


that land go to the State, under the swamp land | 


act? [Laughter. 

Mr. BOWNE. 
acter of land in Pennsylvania, but I would reply 
to the gentleman that we have no swamp land in 
my State subject to such reversion. The poorest 
of it is too good to be given to the Government. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr.CARTTER. I would inquire whether it is 
now in order to speak against the amendment? 
Three speeches have already been made in its 
favor. 


' 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New | 
York rose in opposition to the amendment after | 
Debate is not in order unless | 


its modification. 
some other amendment be offered. 

Mr. EVANS. I do not intend to oppose the 
gentleman from New York. It may be right 
that this land should be sold; but, unless I am 


ereatly mistaken, when authority is given any | 


officer by law, he is bound to execute it. He 
has no right to take discretion to himself. There 


ought to be, in my judgment, further words of | 


limitation in the amendment. It should be pro- 


vided that the sale should be made if, in the opin- | 


ion of the Secretary, it is not incompatible with 
the public interest. I would now inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs 


whether the Secretary has sent in any communi- | 


cation with reference to the object? 
Mr. STANTON. He did; and I read an ex- 
tract from his letter to the committee. 


Mr. EVANS. 


purpose designed by the amendment. I wish to 


leave it to the option of the incoming Secretary 


of the Navy to say whether or not, in his opinion, 


the sale of the land is compatible with the public | 
It may not be proper that we should sell 


interest. 


BE. 


I do not know as to the char- | 


Then I understand that there 
is a recommendation from the Department for the 


of property in the United States is increasing jn a 
greater ratio than was ever known before in the 
history of the Government, and when the value 
of real estate in Brooklyn has increased in value 
about twenty-five per cent., & proposition is made 
to us to sell out again. And it is said, asa reason 
why we should do so, that the public interest re. 
quires we should sellout. Now,all that have to 
say is this: eitherthose who commended the pur- 
| chase four years a&o must have falsified the truth 
or those who speak now in favor of the sale myst 
|| falsify the trath—unintentionally, of course. This 
ground is right in the heart of the city, and js 
increasing in valuedaily. But it is said that New 
York will not surrender jurisdiction over this pr 
erty. There isa way to take care ofthat. Stop the 
| supplies for the navy-yard; it isnot worth anythino 
| anyhow,and New York will let down her jurisdic. 
tion as quickly as Pennsylvania did in th: matter 
of taxation. That is the remedy for that kind o¢ 
threat. I propose, sir, ifthe people will force on the 
| Federal Government property for speculative pur. 
poses, which, in the turn of the wheel of fortune. 
does happen to come up to the measure of anticing- 
tion, that it shall take the chance of profit. Now, 
there can be no reason at this hour ofthe increasing 
value of real estate in the city of Brooklyn, forthe 
Federal Government parting with this property, 
The fact that it has gota little more territory than 
it requires being established, is no argument in 
favor of it. Let it remain in the hands of the 
Government, in anticipation of the period when, 


" 
Op- 


surrendering it to the city. 
whole proposition. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

The question was taken on Mr. Hovsron’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. BOWNE. 


|| by striking out the last: three words. 


I am opposed to the 


|| statements that he has made. 


Feb. 26, 


perchance, we may want to cccupy it, instead of 


I move, pro forma, to amend 
I want to 
correct the gentleman from Ohio in one or two 
He should under- 
stand that the reason why the Government desires 
the sale of this land, is because it has become abone 
of contention between the Government and the city 
of Brooklyn. There are but two points on this 
property where streets can reach the water, and on 
those points streets have been laid out, cutting the 
navy-yard into three distinct parts. It is proposed 


proposition. There is no foolery about it. No |, the expiration of these f®ar years, when the value |! pute, got up, I have no doubt, for the very same 


it. How do we know where this avenue is? ] | now by the Secretary of the Navy to get rid of 
do not know where the ground is the gentleman | the difficulty by placing it on the shoulders of 
talks about. 4 " individuals. Twelve thousand dollars of taxes 

[Cries of ** Offer an amendment !’’] | have accumulated on the property, and it is pro- 

Mr. EVANS. In accordance with the sugges- posed to sell this part of it, subject to its propor- 
tion | have made, I move the insertion of the fol- || tion of this lien of taxation, and to let individuals 
lowing words after the word ‘* directed:”’ fight it out with the corporation. And you must 
remember, that when the Government sells this 
land at a pro rata cost, it retains the greater por- 
tion of what it purchased in the first instance. It 
will retain all the valuable and sell the miserable 
mud land. I do not believe that the ground pro- 
posed to be sold will bring $80,000, but I want to 
have a trial of it. J. am anxious on the part of the 
Government to get rid of the controversy between 
| it and the city of Brooklyn, and on the part of the 
city of Brooklyn to obtain for its inhabitants the 
right of way to the water. There has never been 
a plainer proposition presented to the body. It is 
an honorable one, or [ would have nothing to do 
with it. I hope it will not lead to cavil, and that 
we will have no bitter feeling created against the 
Navy. Let the amendment, as it now stands, be 
adopted, and let us attempt the sale at all events. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I happened te be a member of 
a committee in this House before which this whole 
matter came up, and [ desire to give some inform- 
ation to the committee in regard to it. After we had 
expended a large sum of money upon the Brook- 
lyn dry-dock, some millions of dollars, there was 
a contest about the title to the land upon which it 
was erected. We were then called upon to get rid 
of that difficulty by buying outa large quantity of 
land between the dock and hospital; we paid a large 
and extravagant price for property we did not need, 
by way of buying the place. 

Mr. BOWNE. Not one dollar has been spent 
upon it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. As soon as we buy out one 
difficulty we find we have bought into another. 
What is this new difficulty? 

Mr. BOWNE. You get rid of the question 
about running the streets down to the water. _ 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes. That is the present dis- 


If in his opinion it be compatible with the public interest. 
Mr. STANTON. I accept the gentleman’s 
amendment, as a modification of my own. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move to amend by the 
insertion inthe amendment, after the word ‘¢ sell,’’ 

the following: 

In lots of such form and size as he may direct; 
so that it would then read as follows: 

And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby empowered 
and directed, if in his opinion it be compatible with the 
public interest, to sellin lots of such form and size as he 
may direct, and convey to any purchaser, that portion of 
the Government property in Brooklyn which lies between 
the western side of Vanderbilt avenue and the hospital 
grounds: Provided, The same shall! not be sold for less than 
its cost, with interest thereon ; and the sum for which said 
property shall be sold is hereby appropriated for the im- 
provement of the navy-yard, according to the estimates of 
the Department: Provided, The same shall be sold at pub- 
lie sale, after having given thirty days notice of the time and 
place of sale by advertisement published in at least three 
daily newspapers in the city on New York, on the terms 
aforesaid. 

My object is a very plain one. I desire to pro- | 
vide that there shall not be thirty or forty acres of 
ground put up for sale at once, so that capitalists 
may purchase it and lay it off into lots. I pro- 
pose that we shall sell it to individuals, in lots of 
such size and form as the Secretary of the Navy 
may direct. 

Mr. CARTTER. I am opposed to this half 
a dozen of provisoes, and also the subject to which 
they are provisoes. Itis now about four years, as 
I am informed, since the Congress of the United 
States was compelled, in behalf of the public ne- 
cessity of the navy-yard at Brooklyn, to purchase 
this very property. So strong then was the 
argument of necessity, that it resulted in drawing | 
out of the Treasury about $285,000. Now, at | 
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1853. 


..enose the other was. 


They had offered it to the 
Government for about $50,000. Speculators then 
nut in, buy up the property, raise a difficulty, and 
‘ell for between $250,000 and $300,000. 

Mr. PHELPS. Two hundred and eighty-five 
thousand dollars. 

TOOMBS. We were then told we must 
enbmit to this extortion in order to quiet the title, 
ind the district attorney of New York was in- 
srueted to look into the fact and see that the title 
I suppose it was reported good, or the 
money would not have been paid. Now it is said 

» bought what the sellers did not own. Let us 

idon the hope of acquiring title by legislative 
vesses, and maintain our title to what we 

.ve bought until there is a judicial decision. 
if they have got rights, let them go to the courts. 

y come here and pretend to get up difficulties 
and ask you to legislate in the dark. It is time | 
to arrest such reckless levislation. 

Mr. BOWNE. 1 withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. STUART. I propose to strike out all that 

ut of the amendment which refers to the dispo- 
tion of the money arising from this sale. 

] consider that is the worst part of this scheme, 
so far as regards selling any part of the land be- 
longing to the navy-yard. lam perfectly willing 
that it shall be sold. We have been importuned 
from time to time to buy land; and we were told 
at the last session if the commandant at the naval 
station recommended the purchase of the land that 
we ought to abide by it. [I repudiated the doctrine 

en, and I repudiate it again now. When any- 

edv comes forward and proposes to 9 some 

d. I will hold up both hands to do it, but I will 
not sanction the doctrine that we shall sell a part 
of the land to improve the balance. If it be done, 
there will be a recurrence of this or some other 
principle, under the sanction of which 
naval officer will commence a system of im- 

which he will depleteand bankrupt 

Treasury. If this land is to be sold, let the 
proceeds go into the Treasury, where they belong, 
ind let them be reappropri ated by a future Con- 

“ress upon some more responsible recommenda- 
tion than that of the commandant of a naval sta- 
tion. I hope the attention of the House will be 
alled to this question, and that gentlemen will 

consider it, and lay their hands upon it now, and 

t sell this land, and turn the proceeds over to the 
Secrete ry of Treasury, who will be controlled by 
the local officers in the expenditure of money, 
putting it beyond our control. 

Mr. TOOMBS. You are right. 

Mr. STUART. It never ought to be done: 
and whether this amendment is to be adopted or 

it, [hope that the committee will not hesitate to 
strike out that provision. 

Mr. BOWNE. Iam opposed to the amend- 
ment, and for this reason: the Committee on 
Ways and Means have not reported by $200,000 
the amount of money estimated for that ‘yard by 
the Secretary of the Navy, upon the ground that 
a quarrel exists between the Government and the 
city of Brooklyn. The Secretary of the Navy 
brings forward a proposition 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman allow | 
me to correct him in one thing? The Committee 
on Ways and Means declined to report the amount 
estimated, mainly for the reason the gentleman has 
stated, but in part for another reason, and that is, 
under some authority, either in the city of Brook- 
lyn or New York, there is some one who is run- 
ning a pier across the stream, so as to prevent 
successful approach to the navy-yard. 

Mr. BOWNE. Ifthe eentleman will examine 
the map, he will find that he can put all that in his 
eye. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is the report of the 
Commodore, and he has charge of the subject. 

Mr. BOWNE. Then I must believe that the 
Commodore is deceived. 

Mr. PHELPS. Has he not authority to ex- 
tend his pier six hundred feet into the channel? 

Mr. BOWNE. He has not, and if he does 
extend it, it will not do any harm. I wish to say 
that the Secretary of the Navy comes forward 
with a proposition which he thinks will be a set- 
tlement of the whole question. And therefore 
when this matter is settled in making an appropri- | 
ation for the yard, there can be no occasion for 
this humbugging about a pier that runs some- | 
where—nobody knows where. I ask this House 
at this time, when gentlemen at the other end of | 
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the Capitol are vaporing and blustering about w: ar, 
not to attempt to shut up the most effective navy- 
yard in the obvi try—at 
as any other. I ask not sot the Secretary esti- 
mates for, but that the proceeds of this land may 
be given to that yard for its current expenses, so 
that the thousand men employed there may not be 
discharged from the Government employ, men 
many of whom have been there a long time, and 
thoroug rh ily learned the business required of them, 
some parts of which require peculiar care and ex- 
perience. I hope that we may not present the 
ridiculous farce of blustering about war at one end 
of the Capitol, and at the other end taking away 
the very means to carry it on, inthe event of such 
a necessity. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is it in order to move to 
strike out the whole clause? 

The CHAIRMAN. The question must be first 
taken upon the pending amendment. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Srv- 
ART’s amendment, and it was agreed to 

Mr. LETCHER. I move to strike out the 
entire original proposition and all connected with 
it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
cinia will observe that this is an ena He 
can move to strike out all after the first word. The 
proposition to strike out eve rvthing, is tantamount 
to taking the question upon its adoption. Thisis 
not a provision in the bill, but an amendment to 
the bill. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Sravn- 
by Mr. Srvarr’s 
and it was rejected. 


all events as good a one 


Ton’s arnendment, as modified 
amendment, 

The following clause was then read: 
“c Memphis, Tennessee.—For completing hemp honse, 
completing blacksmith-shop and office building, cisterns for 
rope walk, culvert from rope-walk to river, and for repairs 
of all kinds, $43,976.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. [ am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means to offer the following 
amendment, to come in at the end of that cl 


For the completion of the railway for vertical wall, $809. 


use: 


The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was agreed to. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I offer the 
following amendment, to come in at the end of 
the clause: 

For the purchase of iron railway for rope-laying, and ma- 
echinery for the rope-waik, $4,000 


{ desire to have read the following letter from 
the Secretary of the Navy: 


| Navy Department, February 18, 1853. 


Str: The superintendent of the rope-walk at the navy 
yard, Memphis, has reported to this Department that the 
railway for laving up cordage at that walk, being constructed 
of unseasoned wood, is so warped that rope cannot now be 
laid up with it; and itis indispensable to the demands of 
the Navy that it should be put in proper condition to pro 
duce the eordage required without delay. I beg leave to 
ask of the Naval Committee that an appropriation of 4,00 
be inserted in the Navy bill, for the 
new railway of iron for the rope-walk of the navy vard at 
Memphis. This is essential, that the work required from 
that yard be not retarded. 

Will vou oblige me by submitting this subject to the early 
consideration of the committes Verv respectfully. vour 
obedient servant, JOHN P KENNEDY 
Hon. F. P. Stanton, Chairman Committee Naval Affairs, 


House of Re 


purpose of providing a 


presentatires 


I suppose the letter will satisfy the committee 
that the amendment is indispensable, and ought 
to be adopted. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was agreed to. 

The following clause was then read: 

For afoundery, machine 
shop, engine-house, and pat 
wharf, and for 
ludijng transportation, 


‘ San Francisco, California 
shop, blacksmith shop, boiler 
tern-shop, carpenters’ shop, store-house, 
a steam-engine and machinery, inc 
#974,851.”? 

Mr. STANTCN, of Ohio. I move to strike 
out that appropriation of $974,851. Nearly a 
million of dollars is appropriated in one section 
for founderies, machine-shop; blacksmith-shop, 
&. I want to know something about the neces- 


sity for this expenditure of nearly a million of 


dollars. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
ment by striking out ‘‘ nine hundred.’’ 
that it is very bad policy to establish a navy-yart 

| for the repair of vessels at the most expensive 
point upon the whole American continent. Is it 
possible that any one will consider it a partof wis- 
dom to build a navy-yard at apart of the conti- 


I move to amend the amend- 
I think 


} 
i 


“security of title, 
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times as much as at 
South America? | 
very point where you 
propose to put this navy-yard is disputed terri- 
tory. It is necessury to havea cleariive. You 
see the difficulties at Brooklyn. I believe it is 
true that in a country conqt iered by American 
arms, we cannot get a place where there is less 
whether it 1s the custom-house or 
any other public building, than in San Francisco. 
We do not d ships in San Francisco. 
You will need everything on the fuce of the earth 
to do it with. Will you take that point where 
you can get nothing cheap, neither labor or mate- 
anything of the sort, but you must carry 
world? It is nothing else but 
squandering money from the public Treasury. 
Mr. STANTON, of Te { think if the 
gentleman will consider the subject a litth more, 
he will change his opinion. Whatever may be 
the cost of the works, or the repairs of vessels at a 
ocean, | think it would be 
economy to provide for their repair there rather 
dto ports on the Altantic, 
‘teen thousand miles, requir- 
ing six months. In m iny instances it 18 IM pos- 


stble for the ship needing so much repair, to be 


costs five 
North or 
have understood that the 


nent where labor 
any other place in 


wish to bull 


rial, or 
them all round the 


nnessee 


point upon the Pacific 


than bring them arow 
a voyage of ten or f 


brought around here. If the existing sy 


be continued, and these vessels are to be repaired 


tem 1s to 
continually, it is indispensable fer you to have a 
navy-yard at San Francisco. 

Mr ay 10M BS S. lI would ask the gentleman if 
the difference between the price of labor at San 
price of labor on the Atlantic 
creat thatit wou 


Francisco and the 
sea-board,is nots ld be economy 
to brine the vessels round to this side of the con- 
tinent when they need repairs? 

Mr. STAN TON. S r, it would be better to re 
pair the ships.on the Pacific coast than to bring 
them round Cape Horn. 


1 TOOMBS I withdraw the amendment 


HOUSTON. I move to strike out the en- 
deroehaione and insert the following from the letter 
of C ommodore Smith: 

To prepar the ground on the site seleeted for a navy 
yard and depit, and to erect eommodations for the offi 
cers and workmen, &..0,000 


Mr. Chairman, by reference to the naval appro- 


priation bill of session, it will be discovered 


that, in the hurry and confusion at the close of the 
session, a provision was introduced in the Senate 


estimates to be sub- 
s that are now tn the bill be- 
ymmitteeon Waysand Means did 


not feel themselves 


and became a law, requiring 
mitted for the work 
foreus. The ¢ 
authorized to dech 
House. I, 


that commuittee—not 


ne to report 
however, as a 
member of speaking for 
others—am opposed to the appropriation i be- 


those estimates to the 


lieve it is unnecessary at this time. if it will ever 


| believe—as we ail know—that 


extravagant part of the 


be necessary. 
California is the most 


country in which we can get la vor d ne. It would 
he perfect madness in us to get anything done at 
San Francisco that we could get done anywhere 
else. Ifthe rena necessary to be made upon ; 
ve sel are of any consequence ut all, it would be 


ves elto New York 
or almost any other point in the United 


If you take work- 


to bring that 


cheaper ° Boston, 


states, 
than to have it re ired there. 


men there, how long will youkeep them ? Thegreat 


complaint is that we cannot keep our soldiers in 
the line. We have to double their pay We 
have to do ib e the compens ition of all our officers 
Ifyoutake w 


have to nay the expenses of their tran iy 


there. rkmen there, you will notoniy 


rtatic 


’ 


but you will have to pay them higher compensa- 
tion than is paid elsewhere. I am, therefore, in 
favor of striking out this entire appropria My, OT 
of reducing it down to $50,000. Your title i i 
to the land on which the location has been made 
Let it remain there, and let us erect a store-h 
for the purnm ose receiving the mA piles 

{Here the hammer fe 

Mr TOOMI | hope the House wil! not 
agree ‘to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Alabama, alth | would just as soon give 


her sum, because it will settle 
yard for the we 


650,000 as any o! 
the nolicy of build nga navy 
ern coast of America, which I believe to be wholly 


unnecessary. 


The argument of the chairman of the Naval 
Committee [Mr. STANTON is altowether er rone-~ 
ous You do not get your seamen in California. 


, 
You 1 enlist them here for a three years’ cruise; you 
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take the puri nd bring them home again 

before they are harged. You cannot enlist 
hey v 

seamen there If you are going to build a navy- 


yard on the western coast, it ought not to be at 
San Francisco, but in Oregon, at the mouth of the 
Columbia river, an agricultural country 
where you can get But there is no ne- 
ceasity fora navy-yard anywhere on the coast. 

The inconsider ible repairs required by a vessel 
on a three years’ be done anywhere 
along the shore without any such establishment. 
a mere scheme to spend the 
public money at the most expensive point on the 


for thats 


timber. 


cruise can 


I look upon this as 


continent. 

Mr. GOODENOW,. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment 
to the Arne nade ent ali eady per ding. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS | division of the 
question on the of the gentleman from 
Alabama, |Mr. Hous‘ ON. | 

The CHAIRMAN. A 
and insert is not divisible. 

Mr. HOUSTON. As Ido not desire to inter- 
fere with the disposition of the committee, I will 
withdraw my amendment for the present, until the 
question has been taken on the motion to strike 
out the entire clause. 

Mr. GOODENOW. This Government 
had some experience of the expense of making 
erections at San Francisco. 

The CHAIRMAN. not in order 
unless the gentleman proposes an amendment. 

Mr. GOODENOW. Well, sir, | move, pro 
forma, to strike out $74,000. I say that this Gov- 
ernment have had some experience as to the ex- 
pense of making erections at San Francisco. A 
few years since, a stenm saw-mill, costing here 
some $6,000, was ordered by the Secretary of the 
Navy, at the request of the commanding officer 
of the United States squadron at San Francisco. 
An engineer was appointed to go out there and 
superintend its erection. A carpenter was also 
appointed to assist. Well, sir, the saw-mill was 
taken out there, and it was found that the expense 
of erecting it was so enormous that the only al- 
ternative the commanding officer had, was to place 
it in the hands of an individual, under a contract 
that he should erect it and put it in operation upon 
certain terms specified in that contract. Subse- 
quently a difficulty arose between the contracting 
party and the Government—the Government not 
recognizing that contract. The party who had 
received the contract now claims a large amount 
of damages. The erection of that steam saw- 
mill, which originally cost the Government $6,000, 
cost $47,000; the whole amount received from it 
while it was in operation was $20,000; and the 
contractor now claims $25,000 damages. This is 
the way in which money has been expended at 
San Francisco by the Government undertaking to 
send out materials and put machinery in operation 
for the purpose of repairing the Navy. The con- 
viction of my own mind is, that we ought to make 
no appropriations for erections there that are not 
absolutely and indispensably necessary. I hope, 
therefore, the whole section will be stricken out. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Chairman, if I under- 
stand the amendment, the object of itis to strike out 
entirely the appropriation for continuing the navy- 
yard atSan Francisco. ' 
propriation made heretofore for a navy-yard upon 
the Pacific coast, and it does seem to me that there 
can be no doubt in the world as to the necessity 
of erecting such an establishment there. Every 
man who has paid any attention whatever to the 
direction which the commerce of this country is 
taking, must be satisfied that the commerce of 


ask for a 


motion 


motion to strike out 


h is 


Debate is 


There has been some ap- | 


the Atlantic, to a very great extent, is to be trans- | 


ferred to the Pacific, and we have to meet the 
emergency which that state of things must neces- 
sarily produce. The commerce of the country is 
tending from the western coast of the United 
States to Asia, and as that commerce goes on 
continually increasing, we must have a Navy on 
the Pacific coast to protect it. The time must 
come when we shall have not only to build our 
ships there, but when we must repair them there 
and man them there. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Do I under- 
stand the gentleman to say that the commerce of 
the Atlantic is some day to be transferred to the 
Pacific ? 


Mr. DUNHAM. 


Some portion of the com- 
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merce which now crosses the Atlantic to Asia, or 
rather which goes round this continent. must be 
transferred to the western coast of America. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I do not think that com- 
merce is more than four millions. 

Mr. DUNHAM. That may be very true, but 
certainly a gentleman of my friend’s intelligence 
must see that as population increases upon the 
Pacific sea-board, that commerce must necessarily 
increase, 

Mr. STEPHENS. The gentlemen spoke of 
the commerce upon the Atlantic. The increase 
of population upon the western coast cannot af- 
fect the commerce upon the Atlantic. 

Mr. DUNHAM. It is the commerce of the 
Atlantic for the time being, because it comes to 
our country upon the bosom of the Atlantic. It 
is not the commerce of the Atlantic truly, but it is 
Pacific commerce which now comes to us upon 
the Atlantic sea-board. 

We may not need anavy-yard on the Pacific at 
this identical time, but certainly every gentleman 
must admit the necessity of such an establishment 
at no very distant day. San Francisco may not, 
perhaps, be precisely the proper point. Of that I 
am. not prepared to judge. But we have com- 
menced there, and as we must go on somewhere, 
the question is, where are we to go if we abandon 
San Francisco? - 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

The question was then taken on Mr. Goope- 
Now’s amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I move now to strike out 
the whole clause. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not certain 
what the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio 
{[Mr. Sranron] was. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. 
out the entire clause. 

Mr.GORMAN. Before the question is put on 
that motion, it is in order, | presume, to perfect 
the clause. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is in order. 

Mr. GORMAN. Then I move to strike out 
the words ‘*San Francisco, California,’’ and to 
insert in lieu thereof, ** Puget’s Sound, Oregon.”’ 

Mr. Chairman, I hope we shall have a vote upon 
this amendment, and test the questions, first, 
whether we will establish a navy-yard, or an es- 
tablishment for repairing our national vessels, on 
the Pacific coast; and second, where we will es- 
tablish it. It is very clear to my mind 

Mr. MARSHALL. I believe that in accord- 
ance with the ruling frequently made by the chair- 
man of this committee, the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman is out of order. I think that if 
any principle has been settled by the decisions of 
the Chair, it is that no such amendment as that is 
in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is in 
order to move to change the place. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Anything for the benefit of the 
Navy is not in order in this House. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. There is a 
law authorizing the commencement of naval works 
at San Francisco, but there is no such law in re- 
lation to Puget’s Sound, in Oregon. I think the 
amendment is clearly out of order, according to 
the position assumed by the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that the amendment is in order notwithstand- 
ing. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I must respectfully appeal 
from the decision of the Chair. I think the amend- 
ment is clearly out of order. 

The question, ‘‘ Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?’’ was 
then taken, and the decision of the Chair was sus- 
tained. 

Mr. GORMAN. 1 make that proposition be- 
cause I think it will obviate some of the objections 
which have been raised against the amendment as 
applied to San Francisco. If gentlemen will look 


I moved to strike 





ing vessels could, with a fair wind, make the pas. 


adverse, a littlelonger. If there is to bean estat lish 


| for this kind of service. 


sage in six or eight days, and when the winds ure 
ment of this sort anywhere upon the coast of wf 
Pacific, it should be at Puget’s Sound, where tim- 
ber is plenty, and where it is all of good quality 
and of precisely that character which is required 
i I say that if we are to 
have a navy-yard established at any point upon 


| our Pacific border, it should be at a point where 
| timber is to be procured, and not where, on ac. 


| anywhere upon the Pacific coast except at San 


at the map and at the published history of Oregon, | 


they will discover that at Puget’s Sound there isa 
great abundance of timber; and they will also 
discover that the very best materials that can be 
found any where in the United States for building, 
are at that point; and they will find further, that 
not more than one half of the price is paid for 
labor there which is paid in San Francisco. 


count of the want of timber, the cost of the eon. 
struction of vessels will be ten times what is ne. 
cessary. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. CARTTER. Mr. Chairman, I am op. 
| posed to making an appropriation for a navy-yarg 
Francisco, or somewhere on the bay near tha) 
place. I have no doubt that a navy-yard may 
be constructed at the mouth of the Columbia river, 
in Oregon, very conveniently; but the expense 
attending its construction, and attending the con- 
struction of vessels there, must be under the sym. 
pathies of the price of labor at San Francisco, 
| They are so connected with each other that there 
can be no very great distinguishment in the price 
| of land, or the cost of construction in any way, 
| San Francisco is in a central position, so far as 
| our ports upon the Pacifie are concerned; and 
whether it is or not, circumstances over which this 
| House can have no control have made that a point 
| to which the amount of transportation upon the 
Pacific ocean is now directed, and will be for at 

least the next twenty-five years. 

Now, a word in relation to the amount of 
money which is to be expended in the construc- 
| tion of that navy-yard. I expect to see very 
| great extravagance in whatever expenditure of 
| the public money is authorized upon the part of 

this Government. But it is not to be discuised 
that the representatives of this Republic are un- 
faithful to the military defenses and the commer- 
cial interests of the country, in turning their backs 
upon the commercial necessities exhibited upon 
| that coast. It has truly been said by the honor- 
able gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Dunuam,} that 
we are, in regard to the opening of a commerce 
there, in a state of infancy, yet the development 
| is so rapid that it will soon rival that upon the At- 
| lantic side of the continent; and I assume to say, 
in reply to a remark made by the gentleman from 
| Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] that whether it is cheaper 
or not to bring your vessels round by the Cape to 
| the ports upon the Atlantic for repairs, it cannot 
bedone. Your vessels are crippled upon the Pa- 
cific coast; they are crippled in the harbor of San 
Francisco, if you a and when you are to 
bring them round the Cape for repairs it is too 
late. The emergency is such that if the economy 
of the thing were ever so great in bringing them 
to your Atlantic coast, it could not be done. 
Now, what are we todo? When we have an ap- 
| propriation in view; looking to the necessities and 
development of a commerce which is ultimately to 
span the continent, in connection with our posses- 
sions upon this side of the Rocky Mountains, shall 
| we say that it shall notbemade? Refuse this and 
San Francisco will no longer be considered the 
home for whalers. It must be done or we must 
discard what is absolutely and unavoidably vital 
to our interests upon the Pacific. While I would 
not vote for an extreme appropriation of this kind, 
I regard it as a duty to provide for a place of re- 
pair and refitment at some point upon the Pacific. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Gor- 
MAN’s amendment, and it was disagreed to. 


Mr. STANLY. I wish to offer an amendment 
which will obviate the difficulty suggested by the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] a few 
minutes ago. I move the following, viz: 


Provided, That before this sum shall be expended, the 
Attorney General of the United States shall decide that 
the United States have a good title to the lands upon which 
| the buildings are to be erected. 


I presume there will be no objection to this. It 
is to obviate the difficulty raised by the gentleman 
from Georgia a few moments ago, and to prevent 
|| the possibility of having valuable buildings erected 
|| upon grounds to which there may be a disputed 


In addition to that, gentlemen will bear in mind || title. 


that yoursteamers could run from Puget’s Sound to 
San Francisco in three days, and that your sail- 





1 Mr. FLORENCE. I would suggest to the 
‘| committee that, by the adoption of an amendment 
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\¢ out the words ‘‘ seventy-four thousand,’ 

oa the ap} rropriation to read ** nine hondend 

__- ein ht hundred and fifty-one.’ 

{ ~ CHAIRMAN. The sum of $74,000 has 

stricken from the bill, leaving the appropria- 
900.851, as the Chair understands it. 

Mi FLORENCE. Well, sir, | desire to call 
ttention of the committee to the facts as they 

The appropriation, as it was reported in 
stood ** nine hundred and seventy-four 


s 


eaves 


yh 
-housand eight hundred and fifty-one dollars. 
We adopted an amendment striking out the words 
enty-four thousand,’’ leaving it ** nine hun- 
eight hundred and fifty-one dol- 
rs.’ which makes, as | calculate it, about $1,751. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman otter 


i 





»mendment 

Vr. FLORENCE. Yes, sir, I move to insert 
words ** seventy-four thousand.’ 

CHAIRMAN. That has already been 


en out, and therefore cannot again be in- 


ed. 

FLORENCE. Iwill make no amendment 
ere is no need of any. I merely called the 
ention of the committee to the fact. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I move to insert $100,000 
where $74,000 was stricken out. I offer that 
smendment, because | believe it was improper to 
strike the original $74, 000 out of the bill. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is that amendment in 
order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is in 
order to move to increase the appropriation, 

CLEVELAND. Mr. Chairman, it sur- 
prises me that there should be such a disposition 
manifested on the part of this committee, or any 

rtion of it, to strike out the appropriation em- 
braced in this bill for the construction of a navy- 
yard in California. Very recently half a million 
was voted for the erection and completion of cus- 
tom-houses upon the Mississippi river, without 
the recommendation of the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and despite their remonstrances. 

Here isa proposition made by that committee 
to give to California, and to the vessels-of-war 
upon that coast, the advantages which this bill 
secures. There is an opposition to this; and why? 
Does California, or the people who have gone 
there at the peril of their lives, deserve this treat- 
ment at the hands of this committee? 

Gentlemen say we have done more for Cali- 
fornia, and spent more money upon her, than we 
have received from her. The fact is, howe ver, 
that the rise of property in other States of the 
Union, oceasioned by the yield of the California 
mines, amounts to hundreds of millions of dollars. 
And still we are here spending our time in caviling 
about an appropriation of a million of dollars, 
which is necessary to secure to us the treasure now 
and to be won from the earth by the hardy and 
brave men who have emigrated to that distant 
shore, and built upa nation amidst its wild wastes. 
Upon what principle do we do so? Are we not 
satisfied that the Committee on Ways and Means 
have investigated the subject? Is it safe for us to 
take from the hands of a committee as proverbially 
pradent as that, such an important subject as this? 
Have the Committee on Ways and Means ever 
recommended a dollar unnecessarily? In the four 
years of my experience here | have never known 
them to err on that side. I believe they very 
frequently have the other way. 

| may be mistaken in this matter, but it seems 
to me, from all I can learn, that we owe this ap- 
pro riation to California; we owe it to ourselves, 
and to the men who go there, and even as a mat- 
er of economy it will prove a very profitable out- 
lay. 

[ am serious in making my motion to have this 
sum increased $100,000, thereby showing that we 
will not reduce to the amount of one dollar the 
appropriation contained in the bill. 

{Here the hammer fell 

Mr. VENABLE. Thequestion seems to have 
assumed a new aspect. I understood, in my sim- 
plictty, that the navy-yard was to be built for the 
pur ‘pose of repairing our naval marine—our ships- 

-war. I supposed that California had no in- 
cornet in it, so far as the commercial marine was 
concerned, but that the object was to save the ex- 
pense to this Government of bringing ships-of- 
war needing repair from the Paeifie around to 
the Atlantic coast. But now the gentleman from 


Connecticut [Mr. Creveranp] takes a view of 





the subject entirely new. He claims that C 
fornia has an interest for the repair and bullding 
of ships belonging to private 
) Dn . 

Pacific coast, and in keeping up her co: 
marine there, 

asserting that such an object belongs toa naval 
appropriation bill at all. 


individuals on the 
mercial 
Purely ne one can be serious in 


A great variety of reasons have been urged why 
the amendment should 
that we must have a navy-vyard there: that unless 


adopted. One tells us 
we estabiish one, our naval marine must be de- 
stroved; that repairs must be made on that coast, 
for the expense and delay of ordering ships round 
must lead to their final destruction. 


has bee n solved 


This difficulty 
by the gentleman from Georgia, 
[ Mr. ‘Toomss,] satisfactorily to the House, | pre 
We have for a long time 
naval force in the Pacific—long 


sume, maintained a 
before we pos- 
sessed California—and the evil suggested was never 
seriously felt. Our ships performed their voy- 
ages both there and back, and we heard no greater 
complaint than we now hear from the coast of Af- 
rica, Or any other remote 
home, oO ; 


station, of the distance 
r the expense of repairs. 

We are told that the commercial marine is to be 
repaired there, and that we must have a navy- 
yard for the purpose of protes ung and repairing 
that commercial marine on the coast of California. 
Then it seems that private interests in California 
demand the navy-yard that we are called upon to 
establish. Sir, suppose the proposition was made 
that we should establish a navy-yard upon the 
Atlantic coast for the purpose of building up a 
the proposition would not 
Private enterprise 


commercial marine; 
secure a vrave consideration. 
and private ship-yards meet and satisfy al] such 
demands. The centleman from Georgia remarked 
most truly, that before we acquired California, 
and heen our naval armament upon the Pacific 
coast was brought around to the Atlantic coast for 
repair, we never heard of any such difficulty. But 
now we are assured, that at the most expensive 
place on the Pacific coast, at San Francisco, it is 
indispensable that we have a navy-yard for the 
purpose of building up acommercial marine. 

But private ships could not be repaired there. 
You could not allow them to enter the Govern- 
ment docks. It would bea misappropriation of 
money. An officer in command would not allow 
a private vessel to be brought into them. And 
yet weare told that this bill is to appropriate 
$1,000,000 to establish a navy-yard, having for 
one of its objects the repairing of commercial ships 
and building up a commercial marine. 

Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman will permit 
me to make a short statement. It is not an un- 
usual circumstance on the Atlantic coast for the 
yards and docks of the Government to be used 
for the repair of vessels belonging to the commer- 
cial marine. An instance occurred a few years 
ago in Philadelphia, where the City of Pittsburg 
was taken upon the Government docks, with the 
consent of the Government, and that was the first 
vessel which was taken upon it 

Mr. VENABLE. A dock is a different thing. 
This is a navy-yard for the purpose of building 
and repairing United States vessels-of-war. It is 
entirely a different business, and Lask again, shal! 
we commence a policy by whi *h navy yards are 
to be established for the purpose of building up a 
commercial marine, and for the purpose of repair- 
ing vessels which are the proper y of individu 
citizens of the United States? — - 

I hope the committee will gravely consider this 
subject. The appropriation is an enormous one. 
While I am willing to vote to California anything 
which should be voted, I am not willing to make 
appropriations unknown to our former policy, and 
both extravagant and une alled for 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

The question was the dment 
of Mr. CLeveLanp, and it was not agreed to 


Mr. MARSHALL 


taken on the ame 


I move to increase the ap- 


propriation proposed by the Committee on Ways 


and Means one dollar. 
If | wanted any evidence, Mr. 
solute and conclusive of the proposition, which 


every Californian believes and fully understands, 
that California, though a State of this Union, is 
the least understood and the worst governed col- 
ony of which history has ever taken any notice, 
I would 


or which civilization has ever embra: sad, 


ing 


same navy-yard 
man-of-war for t 
now utterly defer 


ment 
result in wider benefit 
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Mr. BROWN, 
amendment of the gentleman from C 
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California, and I will pay it like a man; but, sir, 
when I pay others, | demand payment in return: 
“< That justice [ to others show, that justice show to me.”’ 
The centleman from Connecticut refuses to the 
poor squatter upon the public soil the right of pre- 
emption, because he chances to live upon Missis- 
gippi soil, and then gives to California $900,000, 
and I suppuse he would give $9,000,000, if she 
asks it, just as freely. Is this justice? is it fair- 
ness? is it honesty? My constituents are no beg- 
gars for your bounty. If the gold of California 
entitles her to nine hundred thousand dollars for a 
dry-dock, the cotton of Mississippi entitles her to 
four thousand dollars fora marine hospital. If the 
commerce of California is to be protected at a cost 
of millions from the National Treasury, then pro- 
tect my squatter constituents at the less cost of a 
few acres of wild land. Give California navy- 
yards and dry-docks, and all else that she asks, if 
you please, but give my coustituents the right of 
preémption on the public lands; the right to pay 
for their humble homes in preference to the more 
active and more greedy speculator. I will be lib- 
eral to California; { will be liberal to Connecticut, 
notwithstanding the injustice of her representative. 
I will be Jiberal to New York, though her voice 
was against my squatter constituency this morn- 
ing. I never have refused to votea benefit to New 
York, yet I sat here this morning and saw her 
representatives come up in almost solid phalanx 
against my squatter constituency. When the 
gentlemen from that State wanted a Mint [ stood 
by them, and | stood by them amidst the re- 
proaches of my Pennsylvania friends, and they 
ave paid me with black ingratitude. ; 
Mr. BOWNE., I am the last one in the world 
to oppose anything for the city of San Francisco. 
I have no feeling about the matter in consequence 
of the defeat of the amendment with reference to 
the navy-yard at Brooklyn. I should cheerfully 
vote for this appropriation, but Tam informed by 
a very distinguished officer of the Navy, now on 
this floor, and who lately returned from Califor- 
nia, where he was sent by the orders of the Gov- 
erument to locate this very navy-yard; that it 
would be impossible, under the present circum- 
stances, for the officers who have charge of the 
work, were they ever so extravagant, to expend 
much more than $100,000 during the next year. 
[Cries of ** Let us know his name!’’] . 


Mr. BOWNE. 


yard, 

Mr. POLK. 
would inform the committee of the name of that 
officer 


Mr. BOWNE. His name is Commodore Sloat. 


I should not oppose the appropriation if I believed 


it necessary now; but [ am satisfied that it cannot 
be judiciously spent during the coming year. I 
understand, moreover, that the estimate would 
not have been so large but for the fact that a law 
of the last session compelled the Secretary so to 
makegit. I wish the committee to loolc into this 
thing, and not to appropriate the money if it can- 
not be well spent. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. The gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Brown] seems to forget, in his zeal 
for his constituents, that the question presented 
this morning was whether his particular measure 
should have preference, on this, the fifth day from 
the termination of the session, over the regular 
appropriation bills. The House was not called 
upon to vote upon its merits. 

Mr. BROWN. Did the gentleman vote against 
it on the ground that it would postpone the appro- 
priation bills ? 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I voted against the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, and I felt that it was my 
duty to give that vote without assigning reasons 
therefor. Now, I would inquire of the gentieman 
whether he did not vote against the bill of the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Bennert,] propos- 
ing a distribution of the public lands among the 
several States? 

Mr. BROWN. I did vote against it, and on 
constitutional grounds. r 

Mr. CLEVELAND. The gentleman had a 
right to vote as he pleased, and I claim the same 
right. 

Mr. BELL. I would inquire whether it is in 
order on a particular amendment to canvass votes 
for other bills? 


Mr. CLEVELAND. I will keep in order. I 


Everybody knows who was | 
sent there by the Government to locate that navy- | 


I would be glad if the gentleman 


will now reply to the gentleman from New York. | 


Above all things, I dislike to see a man come on 


this floor and whisper in the ear of a member, for | 


the purpose of controlling the action of the com- 
mittee, particularly if that man be an officer sup- 
ported ‘by the Government A more 
mode of communicating information could not well 
be conceived. Commodore Sloat comes in and 


improper | 


whispers in the ear of a member, and the member | 


rises and informs the committee that the appro- 
priation is unnecessary. If that gentleman had a 
communication to make why did he not do it in 
the proper way? 

Mr. BOWNE. I did not say that the appro- 
priation was unnecessary, 
Mr. CLEVELAND. 
fact which showed that the appropriation was not 

necessary. 

Mr. BOWNE. Let me state another fact. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. 
and | cannot. I think that it is a very dangerous 
practice for the committee,in considering an ap- 
propriation bill recommended, after careful consid- 
eration, by one of the standing committees of the 
House, to be influenced in its action by side-bar 
remarks. Commodore Sloat, if he had any com- 
munication to make, ought to have presented it to 
the committee, or if he had not an opportunity to 
do so, he ought to have made it to the chairman. 
His statements should not have the least influence 
upon the committee, and I trust that there is not 
a member present who will be governed by these 
improper and unfair communications. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. An 
amendment is now pending. 
New York is preparing his amendment, . 

Mr. POLK. I risetoa privileged question. I 
understand the proposition to be, on the sugges- 
tion of the gentleman from New York, to strike out 
all of the appropriation save $100,000. Not under- 
standing it, | would prefer the gentleman from 
New York would procure the service of Commo- 
dore Sloat, and have it reduced to writing. 

Mr. BOWNE. Have I the right to reduce 
that amendment to writing? 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman is required 
to do it. 

Mr. POLK. 
writing. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. I do not know 
that the committee has to wait here until it is re- 
duced to writing. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I should like to move to 
add to the amendment the words, ‘* by the advice 
of Commodore Sloat.”? (Laughter. } 

The amendment was reported, as follows : 


Strike out of the following $900,000, and in lieu thereof 
insert S100,000: 

“Sun Francisco, California.—For a foundery, machine 
shop, blacksmith-shop, beiler shop, engine house and pat- 


amendment to an 


I require that it be reduced to 


| tern shop, carpenter’s shop, store house, wharf, and fora 
steam-engine and machinery, including transportation, || 


$900,000." 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
ers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Parker of 
Indiana, and Harr were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to—the tellers having reported—ayes 
71, noes 65. 

The question thenrecurred on striking out the 
entire clause. 


Mr. TOOMBS. 


I demand tell- 


I demand tellers. 


‘ellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of | 


Alabama, and Furver, of Pennsylvania, were ap- 
pointed. 

Mr. TAYLOR. 
to $150,000. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
the amount. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I move pro forma to strike out 
the word * transportation.”’ I have but very few 
words to say with referenceto this amendment, and 
I would be glad to conform to the rules of the 


I move to increase the amount 


It is notin order to change 


| House as [ understand them, and confine myself 


to the amendment, did | not know that they are 
broken by every gentleman who has participated 
in this debate, even the most experienced. I[ will 
say a few words upon the proposed appropriation. 


| I have endeavored to get some information to en- 


I desire to offer | 


The gentleman from | 


I merely stated a fact. | 
The gentleman stated a 


I have only five minutes, | 
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Feb. 26, 
able me to form a proper judgment in regard ¢ 
the pending appropriation. The chairman of the 
Committee on Ways and Means of this Sicenn. 
from information received from the Secretary of 
the Navy inthe usual estimates, asked foran appro 
priation of upwards of $900,000 to carry i a 
establishment of a navy-yard at San Francisco, 
which we authorized by law at the last Session: 
and now, sir, while we are considering that appro- 
priation, a gentleman, high in the estimation ot the 
country as a naval officer, (Commodore Sloat ) 
communicates through a member that $100,009 
sufficient. What is to be done? I desire to see the 
navy-yard established there for great national} 


_—" . Dur- 
poses; but from the information | have, | tak 


un- 


or 
that purpose at present. 


We are informed by the naval officers before. 


; d more 
than that amount during the current year, | 


think that there ought to be a navy-yard on the 
Pacific coast of the United States. We have vast 
interests on the Pacific coast. Our naval veggels 
in that quarter need repairs; and those repairs 
should be promptly made, to give protection to 


| the vast commerce of the United States on the Pa. 


cific ocean. We cannot now turn back. Let ys 
continue the necessary appropriations; and | trust 


| always to be ready to vote such in every part of 


| naval and commercial! marine. 


our country, only requiring to know, if I can, that 
such appropriations are indispensable to protect our 
California is daily 


| sending us her vast amounts of gold, and we must 


| protect all her interests if we can. 


| there. 


They are the 
I withdraw my 


interests of our whole people. 
amendment. 

Mr. ORR. Tobject. I desire to oppose it. If 
I understand the condition of the proposition it is 
this: The committee have stricken out the $958, (00) 
and inserted in lieu of it $100,000, and the next 
proposition will be to strike out the entire section. 
If that question be decided in the affirmative, 
when the bill goes into the House, the question 
will then have to be taken on the original proposi- 
tion; so that those who are in favor of retaining 


| the $100,000, as adopted by the committee, will 


vote against striking out the entire section. I now 
withdraw my objection to the gentleman’s with- 
drawing his amendment. 

Mr. TAYLOR then, by unanimous consent, 
withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to submit an amend- 
ment that the whole amount proposed by this bill 
shall not be appropriated. It appears evident that 
the whole amount proposed by this bill will not be 
appropriated. As the bill now stands, $100,000 


| is proposed to be appropriated towards the con- 


struction of a navy-yard at San Francisco, and it 
is to be expended upon buildings to be erected 
I desire to submit a proposition, which | 


| hope may be received. [t is to reduce the amount 


of the appropriation and to propose that it shall be 
expended upon those buildings and of works 


| which must be of frere importance than the others. 
| I propose, therefore, to leave in the appropriation 


bill an amount for a blacksmith shop, a carpenter 
shop, a store-house, and the amount to be ex- 


1 pended upon these buildings to be $357,000. If 


you leave the amendment as it now stands, there 


| will be a small appropriation expended upon 


every one of these buildings mentioned in this 
amendment, and you will be forced at the next 
session of Congress to make further appropriations 


for building machine shops, blacksmith shops, 


and carpenter shops. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Whatis the gentleman’samend- 
ment? He is speaking at large. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have indicated my amend- 


| ment. 


Mr. TOOMBS. It is out of order. 

Mr. PHELPS. No, itis not. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I submit that the proposition 
is to change the amount, which is out of order. 

Mr. PHELPS. I propose to strike out every 
thing but the blacksmith shop, carpenter shop, &c. 

Mr. TOOMBS. You have indicated nothing but 


‘intentions. I want to know what your amendment 


is? 

Mr. PHELPS. I propose to strike out every 
thing except the words which I have mentioned— 
blacksmith shop, carpenter shop, store house, &c. 
I was indicating, in my remarks, that a larger sum 
of money ought to be appropriated than $100,000. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I am opposed 


<a aoe 


ta 





+, the amendment, 


1853. 


and (do not concur entirely 
the views expressed by the gentleman from 


pi , Carolina [Mr. Orr] as to the best w: Ly of 
acting on the part of the opponents of the meas- 
ye. He intimated that those who were opposed 
» the $900,000 ap propriation should vote for this 
4]00,000 appropriation, and carry it into the 
hi ise. Other wise, if the whole section be stricken 
out in committee, the question in the House then 
will be between the whole $900,000 appropriation 


-noneatall. Now, I think that those who are 
osed to commencing these public works at all, 
ould vote to strike out the whole of the appro- 
nriation when we get into the House; and when 
lirect vote is taken upon agreeing to the action 
f this committee, let the House then meet the di- 
rect question and decide it. Iam myself prepared 
to vote against every dollar of this appropriation. 
| do not want to vote for $100,000 or $50,000; for 
‘f we once begin with an amount ever so small, i 
will be the entering wedge—it will be followed by 
other and larger appropriations. I desire, then, 
that all of us who are opposed to beginning this 
work at this time, to stand together and vote to 
strike out the entire section In the committe and 
also inthe House. I have not heard a word of 
argument that has influenced my mind, or led me 
the belief that it is proper at this time to estab- 
lish this navy-yard at San Francisco. ‘The docu- 


ment is not at hand from which I could show you 
that the whole cost of these buildings, if they were 
nut up in Washington, would be only a little over 
400,000. The difference in the cost, from loca- 
is put down at more than $500,000—more 
than half a million of dollars. ‘These same diffi- 
( es will arise in the work necessary to com- 
plete these buildings, and this but the beginning. 


or 


oop 


tion 


Suppose you begin with an appropriation of 
$100,000. Inafew years you will have to ex- 


pend $3,000,000 be fore youare done. I trust that 
we will have a direct vote upon this matter, and 
without further debate. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. PHELPS. I wish to indicate that I will 
in the printed bill, blacksmith-shop, carpen- 
store-house, and wharf, and strike out 
the bala ce. 
EWING. I moveto strike out * engine- 
> | regret very much to see the course of 
the part of objectors to this appro- 
priation, and | think they have taken very narrow 
views of the matter. We have seen gentlemen 
retting up here from certain States, and complaining 
that millions have been poured into the Jap of Cal- 
fornia, and that the States which they represent 
have received nothing. No one upon this floor 
might make, with more justice, such a complaint 

han a representative of Kentue ky. Wehad no 
aaa riflemen to protect Ds iniel Boone, and his 
hardy comrades in that State, against the Indians. 
We have had no Atlantic or Pacific harbors—no 
immense custom-houses, with their long list of pat- 
but we have never, in that State, been 
guided by a sectional, but always by a national 
policy. Let them who wish to institute a compar- 
ison between one portion of the Confederacy y and 
the other, compare the Pacific trade in the future, 
as well as in the present, with the Atlantic trade, 
and the appropriations which have been made to 
line the whole Atlantic coast with harbors, light- 
and beacons, to protect the Atl antic com- 
merce, with the six or seven millions a year for a 
navy, to dry-nurse little fishing-smacks, which are 
everlastingly getting the national flag insulted, 
and want twenty-five millions of people to go to 
war to vindicate their honor. 

That is the comparison to be instituted. It re- 
quires no great stretch of foresight to look into the 
future and form at least some conception of what 
is to be the value of the Pacific trade. A few 
years ago we used to look to China as the far 
East, and Kentucky was to you in those times 
the far West. 
Opposite direction—it is the far West—and Ken- 
tucky, we are beginning to boast, is a civilized 
country, not far from the East. 
revolutions of the day, and we are about to enjoy 


leave 


ter shop, 


house.’ 


the debate upon 


mace: 
ronagve; 


houses, 


the advantage of that commerce which has en- | 


riched every nation, which has enjoyed its har- 


vest, upon the face of the earth, from the begin- | 
ning of the history of man down to the present | 


time. Yet gentlemen begin to cipher, and talk 
about $500,000 as being too much for that sea- 
coast. I would not vote adollar to San Francisco | 


We look for China now in the | 


These are the | 


as a city, or California as a State; but in a great 
national point of view, you cannot ask t much 
for the protection of the Pacific commerce. He 
who lives in the Missi issippi valley will yet live 
to see the day when the great trade with Asia will 
cross its bosom, 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. POLK. I am at liberty 
amendment of the gentleman from 
(Mr. Ewine.] Ido it pro forma. An extraordi- 
nary state of things, Mr. Chairman, has 
presented here to-day; one that I thought could 
not have been created by any military or naval 
man, or any other man ‘havi ng a proper regard 
for himse! 3 or a proper appreciation of the posi- 
tion he vecupies as an officer or a citizen, prow! 
ing about this House during our debates, and 
making side-bar remarks calculated to contro! or 
influence our legislation. It is never my purpose 
to drag any man before this Houseand the 
try; yet when l seea captain of the Navy come 
here and intermeddle with matters with which he 
has no concern, attempt to defeat a proposition 
intended for the protection of our whole Pacific 
coast, I surely have the right, and I will exercise 
It, to examine the power and force a suggestion 
coming from him should have. This is not the 
first time such influences have hovered about these 
Halls. Touch an old abuse at the Navy Depart- 
ment, and uniformed antiquity awakes to its de- 


Loo 


the 
Kentucky, 


to oppose 


De en 


coun 


fense. Attempt to reorganize its bureaus by vin- 
dicating the law of 1842, which has up to this 
very day been a dead letter upon our statute 


books, and we hear immedi: ately the hum and buzz 


of those interested in continuing to violate that 
law. 
Now, Commodore Sloat says that $100,000 are 


only necessary for this work at present. One hun- 


dred thousand dollars sufficient for all naval pur- 


poses for the harbor of San Francisco! Let me ask 
some questions of this naval gentleman: ‘* Com- 
modore, when did you enter theservice?’’ ‘*Sir,”’ 


he would say, ‘‘T. am of youthful appearance; | 
am no Fogy, [laughter;] 


young blood is coursing 
” 7 : 
** Commodore, how 


through my veins. much 
sea service have you seen these fifty-two years 
past?’’ Let mere ply through the Navy Register: 


‘fT have seen peventees years and five months, 
and for more than thirty-five years I have been 


either on shore duty, or en joying the ease and 
quiet of domestic felicity. ra When were you 
made a captain?’’ * W hy in 1837, full sixteen 
years ago; since which period, either from the 
effects of age, the mercy of Government, or the 
generosity of ‘the head of the Department, | h ive 


performed but three years and eight months’ sea 
[Laughter. } I state from the official 
—a and if I am in error, the fault lies in the 
Blue Book. Now, this gentleman—this naval an- 
tique, who mayhap has forgotten the sensation 
of the plunging ship, and might require life-lines 
to steady him on deck, comes here to volunteer 
information to this House as to its duties, and give 
us his sage advice on the progress and requirements 
of this age? And will this House tolerate 
side military influence? Will you yield 
dictation? Where is Commodore Sloat 
The Register says on ‘‘ special duty;’’ a kind of 
service no doubt created for post captains, who 
do no duty and get full pay. A friend 
that he is looking at the completion of St 
war-ship, at the rate of $3,500 a year, while the 
men who are building her are getting their two 
dollars perday. A part of this ‘special duty’ 
is, | suppose, to leave his post and come here to 
interfere with the business of this Congress. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. EWING. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr.BOWNE. I moveto amend the clause by 
striking out the words ** engine-houses.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, I am sorry that the discussion 
has taken this turn, especially as it was entirely 
unnecessary. I am not aware that Commodore 
Sloat has committed any fault. A few days ago 
we heard charges here against the officers of the 
Navy for being extravagant, and wanting to build 

alaces and spend money. 

Mr. CARTTER. I cal! the gentleman to order. 
W hat is the question before the committee? 

[Loud and veneral cries of ** Let him go on!”’] 

Mr. BOWNE. And now, because an officer 
of the Navy happens in a casual conversation to 
mention to a Representative upon this floor a fact 
ii which was calculated to save and has already 


’ 
service. 


this out- 
this 
nowr 


to 


suggests 


2 , 
evens 8 


; 
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far 


saved to the Government $800,000 at least, so far 
as this committee is co 


} 


cerned, 


he is to be arraiwned here? 


lw 


Sir, if t 


ant to know if 
lame attaches 


if ‘ 
to any one, Ltake mall. Commodore Sloat was 
not interfering with the business of this House; 
and I mentioned his name at the cal! of many 
members for the reason that | knew him to be 


innocent of any attempt at such interference, and 
felt that to present the name of my informant was 
to give the best guarantee 


mine. I 


this. 


of 


anyt 


know 


Commodore 


Sloat is not the man to shrink from responsibility, 
and | am not afraid to repeat 
He is a constituent of 


he saya. 
him well, 


hing 


and he is competent to sustain bimself here or else- 


whe 


too, 


re. 


that 


am not afraid to face t 


I know that to-day, |! 
he has saved the Government $800,000. 


} 
Vail 


he did right and that I did right, 


} 


ttle suggestion, 


| know , 
and l 


he whole country upon it. 


Mr CARTTER. Ileal! the gentleman to order. 
Mr. BOWNE. With this explanation, exon- 
erating Commodore Sloat from any attempt to 
interfere in the business of the House, and taking 


all t 
heay 


fore 
tom 
the 


hereafter, 


he odium, such 


»>upon him, on n 


ary, in the dis 
amend 


without 


ag it 
The CHAIRMAN. 


putting the ques 


ments pend 


seit 


Tig 


is, that it 


, | have 


The ¢ 
on, 


ussions 


that it 
here, 
He will 


reference to the past, 


chair will state, 


is attempted to 
done. 

he 
has been cus- 
to depart from 
feel authorized 


to require 


gentlemen proposing amendments to confine their 


a to 


ren the discussion of those amendments, 
under the rule. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have no objection to the en- 
forcement of the rule, but it Is very important, 
when a gentleman has been attacked for the best 
service he ever rendered his country, that he 
should be defended. 4 

The question was then taken on Mr. Bowne’s 


amendment, and 


was 


re jected. 


The question recurring on Mr. Puerps’s amend- 


ment, it Was put, 


aye 


3 68, noes 53. 


and on 


a divisi 


So the amendment was adopted. 


The question then recurred on 
strike out 
bee 


n ordered. 


the whole cl 


“aus 


e, on W 


mn there were— 


the motion to 


hich tellers had 


The question was taken; and the tellers (Messrs. 


Harris of 
vania,) reported only 
A further count not 


Alabama, ar 


tion was disagreed to, 


Mr. 


STANT 


N, 


following amendment: 


he: 


1 Feu 


1g insi 


Tenness 


ER of Pennsyl- 


17 in the affirmative 
sted on, the mo- 


ee. I offer the 


Towards the continuance, protection, and preservation 
of the dry dock at the ivy yard in California, and a 
basin and railway connected therewith for that purpose, the 
sum of two hundred and fifty thonsand dollars, (2250.000.) 
And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized and 
directed to enter into a contract with the patentee for the 
construction of the basin and railways, as built bv them at 
the Philadelphia, Kittery. and Pensacola navy-vards, to 


complete and protect from damage the floating dock at the 


navy yard in California: Provided, It can be done at euch 
price, that the cost of the ba in and railway shall notexceed 
the estimates to be made by the Navy Department of the 
probable cost thereot i wilt | the Government: and the 
said basin and railways to be constructed according to the 
plans and specifications approved of by the Department 
And prot ided furthe That the remuneration to the said 
contractors forthe use of their patent, their « iperinter dence, 
and responsibility, shall net exceed fifteen per cent. (15 
per cent.) upon said estimates of the Department for the 
construction of the basin and railways, 


TOOMBS 


lrise to a question of order. 


A clause in the appropriation bill of last Congress, 


provided that there should not be a basin and 


rail 
the construction of a dock, 


way. 


but at the next session, 


ba 


law authorizing this ame! 


co 


n 


sin and railway. 


ntrary to law. 


Mr. 


or 


basin. 


The CHAIRMAN 


authorized by existing law, 


STANTON, 
of the Navy,t 
ot be safely 


So 


his report, 


usefully employed without this 


Conegre < 


that ther 


»f Tennessee. T 


sayst 


bast 


iment, 


’ } ' 3 
Congress three sessions ago authorized 


n, and railway, 
NS struck 
e is not only no 


butitis exa¢ tly 


out the 


he Secretary 


lock f an- 


hat the 


If this expenditure is not 


the 


the amendment out ef order. 


priation 


Mr. TOOMBS 


Mr. STANTON, 
to continue a work 
a commenced, 
The CHAIRMAN. 


Here is the provi 


Mr. TOOMBS. 


of 1851: 


“For the floating dry-dock in California $150,000; and 


‘ 


It is 


against 


of Tennessee. 


wt 


and is therefore in 


Chair must rule 


law 
It is an appro- 
ready 


rich has a 


order 


Itisthen a question of fact. 


ion in the act 











































































































































































DUA EYE FT 


5 teat 


a 


fe -meum 


ee ea 
rei ey 


82 


the Secretary of the Navy 


the contract alleged to h 


uary last, 
floating dock 


The CHAIRMAN. 
not debatable. 

Mr. McCORKLE. I want to make a plain 
statement with reference to the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair will hear the 
‘wrentleman, although debate is not strictly in order. 
~ Mr. McCORKLE. The point of order is not 
properly taken. The gentleman has quoted the 
law correctly, but under riven to 
the Secretary of the Navy to make a contract for 
the construction of a dry-dock, basin, and rail- 
way, the Secretary of the Navy made such acon- 
tract. After that contract was made and 
pleted the Congress of the United Srates repealed 
that portion of the law. Now, I submit to the 
Chair, if that law of L851 is not null and void, and 
of no effeet, and if that contract, made under the 
authority of the previous law, is not sufficient to 
found the amendment upon? 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
tract. 

Vir. MeCORKLE 

Mr. TOOMBS. Oh, 


one of the most 


quired so to modify 
on the 17th of Jan 
construction of the 


ia hereby re 
"i made 
#@ te confine the same to the 
without the basin and rathway.’’ 


alone, 


The question of order is 


the authority 


com- 


Congress rescinded that con- 
They had no power to do it. 

yes they had; and it was 
flagitious contracts ever 
with this Government. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair ts disposed to 
sustain the point of order raised by the zentleman 
from Georgia, upon the assumption that there is 
no law authorizing this appropriation. 

Mr. SUANTON, of Tennessee. 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. CARTTER. I call for the reading of the 
amendment, that we may be able to understand 
the question. 

The Clerk reported the amendment. 

Mr. DEAN. I understand that there has been 
an appeal taken from the decision of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. There has. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Chair has decided that 
the amendment is out of order,as I understand it. 


made 


I appeal from 


The CHAIRMAN. That is the decision of 
the Chair. 
Mr. DEAN. I think the Chair labors under 


a misapprehension in relation to the facts of the 
case. I will state those facts. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed, 
and it is upon that ground that he bases his de- 
cision, that there is no law authorizing this appro- 
yriation. It is stated that there was such a law, 
yut that it has been repealed. 

Mr. DEAN. That is not the fact, as I under- 
stand it. 

Mr. LETCHER., 1 
New York to order. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
able. 

Mr. DEAN. We have a right to state the 
grounds of the appeal. 

Mr. STUART. Itis no more in order to state 
the facts on this appeal than anything else. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. HART. I call for tellers on the appeal. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harr and 
Hesarp were appointed. 

The question was then put, ‘* Shall the decision 
of the © hair stand as the judgment of the com- 
mittee?”’ and the tellers reported—ayes 74, noes 64. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment ruled out of order. 

Mr. PHELPS. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

And the Seeretary of the Navy shall from time to time 
regulate the wages of all persons not specially provided 
for in this bill, at navy-yards, and shall publish the hours 
of labor constituting a day’s work by the rates and rules 
whieh govern in private yards and work-shops in the prin 
cipal cities nearest to the respective navy-yards where 
similar classes of workmen are employed and similar work 
pertormed. 

That amendment is intended for the protection 
of laborers in navy-yards and for the protection 
of theGovernment. There is a contest every year 
going on between the Secretary of the Navy ‘and 


call the gentleman from 


The appeal is not debat- 


the workmen inthe yards, as to the number of 


hours which shall constitute a day’s work, and 
the amount of wages which shall be paid for the 
same. Thisamendment provides that a day’s work 


shall be the same in thenavy-yards and work- -shops 


of the United States as it is in the ship-yards of 
our merchants; and it provides, also, that the same 
compensation shall be paid. I ask if that is not 
right? 


ght to re quire the laborers emp! loyed by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States to work more hours 
a day and re than the laborers 
employed by private individuals ? 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentu ky. 
important amendment which 
this bill has 


eive lower wage 


Almost every 
has been offered to 
been ruled out of order on the ground 
rizing it. Now, here is 
an amendment offered by one of the members of 
the Committee on Wa and Means, to which I 
There is no 


that there is no law auth 


make the same objection. law au- 
thorizing this amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Theamendment does not 
propose to nake an appropriation. 

Mr. STANTON. It 
existing law. 

Phe CHAIRMAN. The Chair 
the amendment is in order. 

Mr. EVANS. 


meiut of the ge 


proposes to change the 
decides that 


to amend the amend- 
nileman from Missouri by insertuung 
the words ** by the 

Mr. Cl 


should 


I move 


piles o 

ldirman, it is not at all fair that you 
to reguiate the pay of work- 
men in your navy-yards by the day, at any regu- 
lar standard. In this manner you will pay an in- 
different workman justa 


pee 
undertake 


is you do the most superior 
workman tn the country. ‘There is no extensive 
country where the thing 1s 
Taeyall work by the piece. By that mode 
the best workmen get their If you es- 
amendment of the 
rentieman from Missouri contemplates, the effect 
will be that you will employ the poorest work- 
men in your service; idle, worthless fellows will 
be drawn in there. ‘The prices paid to the work- 
men in the different private establishments differ 
so much, that you could not establish any general 
price for labor at all; and if you could, to estab- 
lish an arbitrary rule to apply to all, without re- 
gard to the industry or the ability of the work- 
men, would be too great an assumption of power 
for Democrats to assume, and which, although I 
profess myself a Democrat, I could not sanction. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Iam opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Maryland, but | am 
not disposed to discuss it. I hope the committee 
will proceed to vote. 
Mr. EVANS. With the consent of the com- 
mittee | will withdraw my amendment. 
There was no objection, and the amendment 
was accordingly withdrawn. 
Mr. DEAN. I move toadd to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Missouri, the following: 
Provided, That not more 
quired. 
Mr. PHELPS. I will accept that amendment 
if the gentleman will not make a speech. 
Mr. DEAN. Very well, if the gentleman ac- 
cepts the amendment | am satisfied. 
Mr. GOODENOW. I rise to oppose the 
amendment of the gentleman from Missouri. 
The CHAIRMAN. That has been spoken 
against already. 
Mr. GOODENOW. ThenlI move to amend 
by striking out the words ** privates work-shops.”’ 
Mr. C hairman, I am satisfied the amendment 
of the gentleman from Missouri is not a proper 
one to be adopted. J know that there is a great 
variety of rules regulating the compensation of 
men employed in the various private ship-yards 
about the country, and that a much greater amount 
of work is performed by them than is performed 
by those employed in your Government navy- 
ards. 
Mr. Chairman, I am not disposed now to make 
a speech in behalf of the laboring class of people, 
although | know it has become very fashionable 
for gentlemen to get up here and talk about the 
rights of the working classes, of their sympathy 
with them, and of protecting their interests. I 
will simply say that I desire to show my estimate 
for labor by my works and not by my words. 
Mr. FLORENCE. | did not distinctly hear 
the proposition of the gentleman from Maine. 1 
desire to say something upon that subject. 
Mr. GOODENOW. I will withdraw the 
amendment. 
Mr. FLORENCE, 
of the amendment. 
{Cries of ** Too aa 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is too 
late to object to the withdrawal. 
Mr. EVANS. I desire to oppose the adoption 


establishment in the 
done. 
deserts. 


tablish a system such as the 


than ten hours shall be re- 


I object to the withdrawal 
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| intended to open the street; 


quiry as a matter of justice to my constituents. | 


York [Mr. Dr a) in relation to the ten- bene sys 
tem. F 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from M 
souri (Mr. Puexpes] accepted thatamendment. a 
the gentleman cannot therefore speak upon it. : 
[Cries of “ Question !’’ ** Question!” 
The question was then taken, and Mr. P 
amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to ask a eine 
question as a matter of duty to my Geuntiines ; 

[Cries of ** Order!’ “ Order 197) 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman must poo. 
ollect that there is no question before the com 
mittee. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I moveto makethea 
priation for the clause under consideration 4) 
so that it will then read: 

At Philadelphia Naval Asvlum.—For tinning ro 
asylum, laying water pipes, furnaces, grates, and r 
pavements, and gutters, &c., $4,/00. 


HELPs’ 


aN, 
)- 


f of 


My reason for moving this amendment 
that the estimates for this asylum asked for 94,}9 
of which $2,100 were for paving a street, and th, 
rest for constructing a quay-wall which is neces 
sarily required to protect the property there, js 
the street is opened through. I desire to ask | 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Mey 
a single question. | want to know if that street js 
already opened, or if itis not, if it is contem; plated 
to open it within any reasonable time? 

Mr. HOUSTON. My impression is that it j 


a 


ns 


but Iam not cert in 
in relation to the matter. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I desired to make the 


In- 


will now withdraw my amendment. 


Mr. MARSHALL. I move that the commit. 
tee do now rise. 

The question was put, and the motion was not 
agreed to. 

The following clause of the bill being under con- 
sideration: 

** At Norfolk.—For wall to inclose a grave 
ding excavation, $6,168 93;”? 

Mr. STANTON, 


lowing amendment: 


yard, inelu- 


of Tennessee. I move the fol- 


For the purchase of land to be used as a yard connecting 
with the naval hospital, $2,500, 

I presume this item has been examined by the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. HOUSTON No, sir; it hes not. An offi- 
cer having that hospital in charge, however, as- 
sures me that it is necessary, and I presume no 
one will object to it. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


The Clerk then proceeded to read the remaining 
clauses of that bill. 

Mr. CLARK. I move the following as an ad- 
ditional section of the bill: 

To provide for a temporary hospital for sick and disabled 
boatmen at Dubuque, Lowa, $5,000, to be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. EVANS. Tdesire to offer an amendment 
to the bill itself before an additional section is of- 
fered. 


Mr. ORR. I rise to a question of order. | 


‘think the amendment of the gentleman is not in 


pursuance of any existing law. 
Mr. CLARK. I did not offer it as an amend- 


_ ment to the clause of the bill providing for naval 


hospitals, because I feared that gentlemen, astute 
in matters of order, might object, and rule me out. 
I thought it would certainly be in order as an ad- 
ditional section to the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks, as there 
is no existing law authorizing the construction of 


| such an hospital, that the amendment is not in order 


Lask if the Secretary of the Navy has a || of the amendment of the gentleman from New ‘| words “&c.” wherever they occur—as they do 


to any portion of the bill. 
Mr.CLARK. With great respect to the Chair, 
I must appeal from that decision. 

The question, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?’ was 
then ~ and the decision of the Chair was sus- 

tained. 


Mr. LANE. [ offer the following as an addi- 
tional section to the bill—— 

Mr. EVANS. I have an amendment which 

I wish to offer to the bill itself, before an addi- 

tional section is added. The committee may think 

ita small matter, but I desire to call their atten- 

| tion to it nevertheless. I move to strike out the 


ne a 





a hundred times—in the bill. Forinstance, 


= wuse providing for Philadelphia, reads: 
Myr extending wharf No. 4, and dredging, completing, 
0.9 


Mr. Hé MTISTON. Itis not in orderto co back 


on of the bill which we have passed. 
Mr. EVANS. There is no coing back about 


ere is but one section to the bill, and we 

‘ : lering that. 
| rhe CHAIRMAN. TI 
he amendment in ord 


then taken, and the amend- 


ve Chair its disposed to 


er 
question Was 


was agreed to. 


Mr. HALL. I have an amendment, w iJ 
esire to offer to the first section of the bill. and if 
ymmittee will allow me fora moment, I can 


er. 


hint 


nic 


I move the following: 


ated 


fo the eaptors Oo 


\w that it is in ord 


e baiance of the prize-money under 
‘ the 27th day ol April, Isis, the 
‘ e vessels taken by the American squadron under the 
i of Commodore Decatur, and afterwards restored 
Algiers, 2123 73, to be paid to Sarah Morris, 
of Robert Morri late 


{ States ship Guerriere. 


approp 


Dev of 


a midshipman on board 


- desire to have the papers read which | 





to the Clerk *s desk. They will exp! un tt 
dment, and I am sureno one will object to it 
VMr.ORR. Isubmitthat thatisa private claim, 


therefore not in order as an amendment to an 
opriation bill. 
PRICE. I move that the committee do 
Vv rise. 
lhe question was put, and the motion was not 
ec to, 
Mr. HALL. I now hope the committee will 
read the papers [ have sent to the Clerk’s 


The CHAIRMAN. The papers will be read, 
S 4 bjected to, 

Mr. CARTTER. I object; and 

e committee do now rise. 

Mr. HALL. I am upon the floor, and do not 
yield it for any such purpose. I hope the com- 

e will hear me state the merits of this case. 

Cries of ** Question!”’ * Question !’’] 

Che question was then put upon the adoption 
f the amendment, and the Chair decided it in the 
rative, 

Mr. HALL. 

Mr. DEAN. 

tellers. 

Vir. HALL. It certainly is not too late. 

Mr. SKELTON. I rise to a question of order. 

I submit that the amendment is not in order, upon 
rround that it is a private claim. 

Mr. HALL. I have asked half a dozen times 
to have the papers accompanying the case read. 
They will show that it is not a private claim. 

The CHAIRMAN. Upon examining the 

vendment, the Chair is inclined to sustain the 

int raised by the gentleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. HALL. The amendment has been re- 

eived, and it is now to late to raise a question of 


order. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the amendment is not in order. 
Mr. LANE. I now offer the following as an 


[ move that 


I call for tellers. 
I submit that it is too late to call 


additional section to the bill: 

Beit further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury be authorized and direeted to adjust and settle the 
claims of Acting Master Pierce Crosby and Passed Midship 
m W. P. Buckner, for a share of the proceeds of the 


schooner Oregon and cargo, seized and confiscated in the 
mouthof April, 1848, under the President’s regulations of 
the Ist of March, 1847, at the port of Tampico, during the 
war with Mexico, and to pay the amount of their ¢ 
out of any moneysin the Treasury arising from military 
tributions collected in Mexico, in pursuance of the reg 

ulations of the Presideut before referred to, and upon the 
principles settled in the case of Lieuterant Robert Brown 

ing: Provided, That before any money is paid in this case, 
any claim submitted hy the owners of the vessel before 
mentioned or remission of the penalty and payment of the 
proceeds under the confiscation, or any other person, shall 
firsthe duly examined and decided by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, under the direction of the President of the United 


states. 


tiins 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
is not agreed to. 
Mr. BENNETT. 


amendment: 


Ww 
I now offer the following 


Sec, 


—. Beit further enacted, That for the purpose of 
establishing a line of mail steam or caloric-ships, either 
side-wheel or screw-propellers, as the Secretary of the 
Navy may determine, between San Francisco and China, 
touching in going or returning at the Sandwich Islands, 1 
shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Navy to contract 
with Ambrose W. Thompson, immediately after the pas- 
sage of this act, for the establishment of the said line of 
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ships: which said ¢ ull « stof six shins of nor ss 
than three thousa : v } } ) uds = 
shall be constru is if ‘ purty es, and prot \ 
pierced orthe mounting of a a battery u 1 
ships shall, it re Secretar the Nary, carry 
four heavy guns each, during their + wes, W ) guns 
shall be officered and manned and provided by t Depa 
ment. The ships shall be built under the suy s10n 
such naval « mestructor or otfeer as the Secreta of the 
Navy vy app t hey shall carry the United States 
ma ind pertorm the naval servic a Covernment, as 
it may be allotted by the Secretary of t Navy, in the 
Courses ¢ their v an j it ist ] 1 and 
Japan Fort sa i e said 'T i 

ce from the Post Office Department a sum equal t 
aniount of postages wi hh may be received On matiab 
inatters transioitted tn said ships: which sum shall be paid 
monthly, provided the rates o iid postage sha on 

to such regulations as may be established bys Postmaster 
General according to law. 

It shall be the duty of the Se ary ofthe Treasury to iT 
to said Thompson United Sta X per cent. coupon b 
payabie at the expiration of the term of te irs, 
amount equal to one half the amount ost whieh 
Postmaster General may estimate will arise m the ser 
vice of said line tor said ten ¥ P; Phat the 
Postmaster General shall be, and lereby is, d d to 
estimate the service tor purpose o iid issue at same 


rate as is paid by England tor the East India and ¢ 


mails: nd provide 


hinese 


! further, That no money hereby ap 


propriated for 
therewith. 


this purpose, Or for any purpose connect d 





Sec. Be it further enacted, That the amount of said 
bonds, as they are i ed trom tine to time, shall be charged 
by the Postmaster General to th postal service of said ship 
and shall not exceed one halt the amount of postage as ab 
provided for, unl iid advance is paid by said con 
tractor, or by the mail service of his ships. Ll bonds 
shall be issued, from time to time, by the Secretary of t 
Treasury, upon the requisition of the Postmaster General, 


in such amounts as may be required by the said Thompson, 
during the progress of building said ships; and the amount 
of said bonds shall be secured to the United States by a lier 
upon the ships, in such form as the Secretary of the Navy 
may require ; and the said Thompson shall give to the Se 
retary of the Navy satisfactory urity that the amoun 
the bonds so issued shall be faithtully and econom \ 
applied towards the construction and equipment ot said 
ships 

SE Be it further enacted, That the said contract 
for mail and naval service shall be f the period ten 


yea 


Mr. HIBBARD. I rise to a qu 
I submit that the amendment is not 
The CHAIRMAN. 


Chair, upon 


the opinion of 


lready decided, and 


S A * 


th 


the principle 


sustained by the committee, tthe amendment is 
not in order. 


Mr. MeCORKLE. As 


proposed in the amendment, I a 


no appropri ition is 


peal from the 


decision of the Chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. 


offered, and the Chair decides, u 


An amendment has been 


On Principles a 


' 
ready stated, that it is not in order; from that de 


Califor la al 


' 


cision the gentleman from ypeals. 


: - 
sion of the ¢ nair 


The question is, **Shall the de 
committee 


j 


stand as the judgment of the 


The question was put, and it was ided in the 


affirmative. 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio. I offer the following 
amendment. 

Provided, That nothing in this act shall be so construed 
as to authorize the purchase or the use of wine, brandy, or 
any Other intoxicating drinks for the use of the Navy or 
those employed therein; but the use and purchase thereof 


anda violat 
of dismission from the 
Several Memspers. ‘* Not in 
Mr. CABLE. I offer it as a proviso to the last 
clause of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. 
that the amendment Is not 
Mr. STUART. I move 
rise and renort the bill to the House. 
The CHAIRMAN. As 


are offered such a motion is not in order. 


m of this prohibition 
Navy 


” 
order. 


are hereby prohibited; 
shall be just cause 


The Chair is of opinion 
in order, and so rules. 


that the committee 


lone as amendments 


Mr. CABLE. I wish to inquire of the Chair 
if my amendment cannot come in in order 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that it 


cannot as a vroviso. 
Mr. FAULKNER. I offer the following amend- 


ment as an additional section to the bil 
Be it further enacted, Thatthe Secretary of the Treasurys 
be authorized and directed to adjust and settle the claim of 


Acting Master Pierce Crosby and Passed Midshipman W 





P. Buckner, fora share of the proceeds of the sale of the 
schooner Oregon id cargo, seized and confi-cated in the 
month of April, 1848. under the President’s regulations of 
the letof March. 1847, at the port of Tampico, durir a the 
war with Mexico, and to pay the amount of said elaim out 
of anv moneysin the Treasury arising from military 
tributions collected in Mexico, in pursuance of the regula 
tions of the President before referred to, upon the pring 4 
already settied and adjudicated in the case of W. P. Bu 
ner’s lega! representatives: Provided, Before any money is 
paid inthis case, any claim submitted by the »wners of the 


vessel before mentioned for remission of the penalty and 


payment of the proceeds under t acatin woof ar 

other claimant i sha st be vy exanuned 
ane { ~ vé eT: ivy, Under t i 
rection of t President of the United States 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of I s. lI rise toa point 
; ler lL submit that as it is a private claim ut 

is tin order ' 
The CHAIRMAN The Chair thinks it Is 
no ler 

M ORR I offer the f “ ramendment 
lor the bala ‘ \ roy ted u eT 

the act of April, IRL the ea the Al 

ge vessels \ by tl Am Th fer the 
mand of ¢ dore D ‘ wit estored 

t ie Dey of Algie ‘ med iw \ ree ¢ ars 

a ree i » : ‘i . 

! rt Morr ishipmatt | 

t State h Guer 

| was, pv , i ! tf! e t { . 
d c we que mn uel oO be raise nn this 
imendment, w ered a few m es 81 
r e one l I 1 twe \ i O- 
vided for i f | ders iw 
propriated 1e } ‘ ot be umed 
within two years, it went | k tnto the Trea ry, 
a cordir to law 

This amendment i ity yapro 81 nto re 
appl priate if, now that t nant ha ome 
forward, a h s he ve nd d re e I ney 

Mr. DEAN l rise toa int of ' Thi 
is the same amendment which wa ru I mul of 
order a short time wo. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Let the gentleman state why 
it is out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN Che Chai of opmion 
that a ré ippropriation is the ume a wor i 
ippropriaution, ind rules the amendment out of 
order 

Mr. POLK. I ype il from the d m of the 
Chatr. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is, ** Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the committee ?’’ 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georg If the Chair 
will allow me to say a word, | wish to suggest to 
the gentleman from South Car i Mr. Ont | 
that the proper placeto reappropriate money which 
has gone to the surplus fund, isin the defi lency 
bill, which will come up in a day or twe 

Mr. ORR. If this amendment is likely to cause 
any embarrassment, | withdraw it for present 


It is a just claim, and ought to pass 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinoi I move that the 
committee rise and report the 
Mr. BOCOCK. Wha 
taken from the decision of the C 
The CHAIRMAN. Th 


n from South Carol 


yt 
t hecomes of 
mi nae 

it is true: Dut the 


lrew 


, 9 
ifalis wi 


tlems a with 


ment, and of course, the appea 


Mr. CABLE, of Ohio 


an addition al 


rl 
I now offer the follow- 


ing amendment as section 

Be it further enacted, That nothing in tl ict shall 
construed as to authorize the pure t rt u “ 
brandy. or anv other intoxieat ir { ‘ 
Navy. or those employed thet wothe u aid r 
chase thereot are revy pro ite Violation 4 
proh bition shall be just cause ta ion trom the 
Navy 

Mr SELL, of Ilinois. I rise t ques 


CAMPI 


ie ame! dment is 


tionoforder. 1 submitthatt mene: 
in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. Inthe opinion of the Chair 
itis In order an additional section, and it 
for the committee to pass upon } und determu 
its propriety or not. The juestion, therefore, i 
upon the adaption of the amendment 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. I make the point 
of order that it is yt vrermane to +} f 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks, as it 
relates to rations it the Navy, tl i in orde 

aan WREST 'f bine the cdat susan fies Olle 
will accept of an amet Iment ti o } rov n 

hall only apolv to the States of Maine, Massa 
chusetts, and Vermont. 
A Meuser. Include Rhode Island. 

Mr. DEAN And Rhode Island 

Mr. CAMPBELL. | appeal from the decision 
of the Chair that the amendment ia in ords 

The CHAIRM AN. TheChair has decid 
the amendment is in order, and it tna late 
take an appeal. The question is upon the } 
tion of the amet dment 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Caste, and it was not agreed to 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that the cor 


mittee rise and report the bill to the House 
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The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

W hile the Chair was putting the question, Mr. 
Evans rose and addressed the Chair, great confu- 
sion prevailing at the time in the Hall. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er resumed the chair. 

Mr. EVANS. [rise to a question of privilege. 
Previous to the abandonment of the chair by the 
chairman of the committee, and beforethe motion 
to rise was put, | arose for the purpose of offering 
an amendment to the bill then under consideration, 
which amendment the chairman did not entertain. 
On the contrary, the chairman beft the chair. 

A Memper. He did not hear you. 

Mr. EVANS. The Chair is bound to hear. I 
do not accuse him of hearing, for | do not know 
whether he heard or not. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of Connecticut. 
question of order. 

The SPEAKER. hegentleman from Mary- 
land is upon the floor to a question of privilege 

Mr. SEYMOUR. My point of order relates to 
the question of privilege. It is notin order to 
hear the report of the committee except from the 
chairman of the committee. 

Mr. EVANS. I have no report to make, nor, 
unless the chairman heard me, have l any com- 
plaint to make against him. I never complain of 
any one who occupies the chair. I know the dif- 
ficulties of the position which you, Mr. Speaker, 
eccupy, and of the unjust and unreasonable com- 
plaints which have been made against you, and | 
know, too, the difficulties ofa chairman; but if the 
chairman heard me he was bound to wait, under 
the rules of the House, before he put the motion, 
for the purpose of enabling me to present my 
proposition. 

My question is, that if the chairman heard me, 
the Speaker vacate that chair for the purpose of 
putting my proposition; and if he did not hear, 
the Speaker vacate the chair for the purpose of 
allowing me to be heard. 

The SPEAKER ‘The Speaker will hear the 
report of the chairman. 

Mr. KING, (chairman of the committee.) The 
chairman feels compelled to modify his report so 
far from the usual course as to state, that when 
the motion was made that the committee rise and 
report the bill to the House, there was consider- 
able confusion in the Hall, and he states frankly 
that he did not hear or know of any particular 
person making acall. ‘There was acall of ** Mr. 
Chairman,”’? but he heard no such sound come 
from any particular quarter, as he is aware of. 

The chairman reports that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union have, accord- 
ing to order, had the state of the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly House bill 
No. 342, making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice fur the year ending the 30th of June, 1854, 
have gone through with the same, and have di- 
rected me to report the same to the House, with 
sundry amendments thereto. 

Mr. EVANS. 
of privilege, though [ had the right to offer my 
amendment, and the committee ought to have list- 
ened 1o me, yet in order to avoid all further diffi- 
culty, | withdraw the question of privilege. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move the previous ques- 
tion upon the bill and amendments. 

The previous question was seconded. 

Mr.STANLY. fs it too late to raise the ques- 
tion of privilege again? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is too 
late. 

Mr. STANLY. I think it a great outrage. 
The chairman reported to the House that there 
was no particular gentleman that he could desig- 
nate, but that there were several! 

[Cries of 66 Order e ” Order ar 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must decide that 
it is too late to raise the question. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. CARTTER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Many Memsers. No! no! 

Mr. PRICE. I renew the motion, 

The question was then taken, and there were, 
on a division—ayes 62, noes 67. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that all the 


I rise to a 





In connection with the question | 


_SEE OC 


which there was no objections, be voted on en 


’ 


| masse. 


There was no objection, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the amendments. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the House do 
adjourn. 

A Memser I demand tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 


| to adjourn. 


The amendments were then read through. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. The House is now very 
thin, and | think that we ought to have a full one 
to vote on these amendments, and I therefore move 


that we do now adjourn. 


The question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn. 


The question was then taken on all of the 


|} amendments of the Committee of the Whole on 


which separate votes were not demanded, and they 
were agreed to. 


| 
Ihe question then recurred on the following | 


| amendment of the committee, on which Mr. Price 
demanded a separate vote: 


| torney General ot 


** For blacksmith shop, storehouse, and wharf, $100,000: 
Provided, ‘That betore this sum shall be expended, the At- 
the United States shail decide that the 
United States have a good utle to the land on which the 


| buildings are to be erected.’’ 





| with regard to the convenience of having a street. 


Mr. WALSH. I move that the House do now 
adjourn, and on that question I call for the yeas 


|} and nays. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The question was taken, and the House refused 


| to adjourn. | 


‘The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time, and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and that that 
motion be laid on the table. 

Mr. FAY. It will be recollected by all that I 
have occupied but one or two minutes since I 
took my seat on this floor. Lnow rise to ask the 


| unanimous consent of the House for leave to the 
|; Committee on Commerce to report an act author- | 


izing a street to be constructed over some twenty 
rods of the public land in Chelsea. 

Mr. JONES, of Lennessee. I would ask the 
genteman whether-that street would not divide 
the public land there? 

Mr. FAY. 1 wiil state in a few minutes the 
reasons why this act ought to be passed. If then 
the House vote against me, [ shall cheerfully sub- 
mit. 

{Cries of ‘* Hear him !’’} 

Mr. FAY. I have no capital to make here, | 
and shall confine my remarks to the facts of the 
case. ‘The hospital at Chelsea was erected on a 
long, narrow strip of land of some ten acres, run- 
ning between two’ estates. About twenty years 
since, those estates were purchased and laid out. 
There were then only thirty inhabitants there— 
now there are about seven thousand; and in con- 
sequence of this narrow strip of land, the business 
people are daily obliged to pass around one hun- 
dred or one hundred and fifty rods to get forty or 
sixty rods. ‘The land over Which it is proposed 
to run the street is not wanted for the hospital. It 
is now used as a carriage way, but they geta crop 
of grass off of it once a year. These are the facts | 


| 1 will not " a word as to the justice of the mat- | 


| ter. 


| President the discretion of opening the street or | 


The 
whole territory of the town. The inhabitants of 
Chelsea pay annnally $20,000 to answer the re- 
quests of the law of the Commonwealth, and the 
one eighth part pays nothing, nor do those who 
reside upon it, 
Mr. ORR, 


; I wish to ask the gentleman a ques- 
tion, 


Is there a provision in the bill giving the 


not, as he may think the public interest may re- 
quire? 


Mr.STUART. The Committee on Commerce | 


have examined the bill thoroughly, and the provis- 


| ion to which the gentleman refers was inserted in 


amendments of the Committee of the Whole, to || 


the bill on my suggestion. 
with the Department. 
There was no objection; and 
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nited States own one eighth of the | 


It leaves the discretion | 
| uses, and the new States any portion of the public 


__ Feb. 28, 


Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Com 
merce, reported the following bill: F 

H. R. No. —. Anact authorizing the && lectmen 
of the town of Chelsea, in the State of Massachv.- 
setts, to lay out and make a way on lands of {j 
United States in said town. r 

The bill was read through. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was » 
cordingly read a third time, and passed. 7 

Mr. WALSH. [ask the unanimous congep, 
of the House for leave to the Committee on Invajia 
Pensions to report a bill granting a pension to o 
old woman who is totally blind. 

A Member. I object. 

Mr. WALSH. I move to suspend the rules 
for the purpose I have indicated. ms 

Mr. STUART. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. : 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon the 
House adjourned till Monday, at eleven o’e\ocy 
a.m. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 28, 1853. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Butter. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish to bring to the notice 
of the Senate a matter which it is of some import. 
ance should be acted upon now. I refer to the 
letter which was addressed to the Presiding Office; 
of this body by Mr. Kennedy, the Superintendent 
of the Census. That letter was by mistake re. 
ferred for investigation to the Select Committee op 
Frauds. I madethat motion because I thought jt 
was Mr. Kennedy’s request that it should be re. 
ferred to that committee; but I find that it was not: 
on the contrary he requests, in point of fact, that 
the charges which have been made by some of 
the members of the select committee may be in- 
vestigated. I am therefore directed by the com- 
mittee to report it back to the Senate and ask that 
the committee be discharged from its consider- 
ation. For one, I wish to say, that if the Senate 
shall refer this letter to a committee, I will sub- 
stantiate by sworn testimony and documents in 
my possession all that has been charged by the 
committee, and vastly more. 

The motion was agreed to, and the committee 
was discharged. 


COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS. 
Mr. BRODHEAD submitted the following 


resolution: 

Resolved, That the clerk to the Committee on Claims be 
continued as heretofore, until otherwise ordered by the Sen 
ate, to be employed in completing and keeping up the index 
and digest of the reports of the committee, authorized by 
the resolution of March, 1851, and in such other duties as 
the committee may require. 


EXTRA COMPENSATION. 


Mr. CASS submitted the following 
for consideration: 


Resolved, That there be allowed and paid, under the direc 
tion of the Committ®eto Audit and Control the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate, to the officers, clerks, messengers, 
pages, and laborers in the service of the Senate, the regular 
police of the Capitol, the officers of the Library, the laborer, 
and the fireman in the center building, the sums respeet- 
ively, which were allowed them at the last session. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Comittee on Print- 


resolution 


/ing, to which was referred the motion of Mr. 


Brieut to print two thousand additional copies of 


| the report of the Secretary of War, respecting & 
| canal around the Falls of the Ohio, reported in favor 


of printing the same; which was concurred in. 
He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the motion of Mr. Bricur to print 
two thousand additional copies of the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy respecting the coal-fields 
and coal-mines in the western States, reported in 
favor of printing the same; which was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HUNTER. I now move to postpone the 
prior orders, for the purpose of resuming the con- 
sideration of the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I must oppose that mo- 
tion, and I will assign my reason for it. If the 
members of the Senate intend to give the old 
States any portion of the public lands for their 


} 


| lands to build railroads, they must act upon the bill 
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Mr. SHIELDS. 


“Mr. HUNTER. 


that purpose this morning. For the purpose 
tining the sense of the Senate, whether 
wil give the preference to the civil and diplo- 
-« appropriation bill over that of Bennett’s 
‘4 bill, Lask for the yeas and nays on the ques- 
The civil and diplomatic appropriation bill 
pass at any rate, if you take it up after the 
{| bill has been acted upon. I hope we may 
. up the land bill first, and dispose of it. 
If the Senator from Kentucky 
voses the land bill will pass without debate he 
There is not time to con- 


ere 


Ant 


very much mistaken. 


sider that bill now. 


Mr. CASS. We shall not do anything with 
1t bill this session, if we take it up. 
It is obvious to the Senate 
it there ls no time to take up that controverted 
tion. If we can save amendments to the civil 
| diplomatic appropriation bill by diligent work, 
will be as much as we can do. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. 1 wish to say one word. 
I have tried at various més tn the session to get 
up Bennett’s land bill, but 1 have not been able to 
eucceed. Giveusa test. If the Senate indicate 
y a vote of yeas and nays that they will not con- 
sider that bill during the residue of the session, | 
am content with it. I want a test vote. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. As there seems to be acon- 
test between the Senators from Virginia and 
Kentucky as to the bill which we shall proceed to 
consider, | hope | may be able to effect a compro- 
mise. Last year, the Senate refused to consider 


territorial bills. I have been trying for a week 


to get them up, and I think that both these gentle- | 


men had better give way, so that we may take up 
I assure the Senate that there 
is agreat necessity for taking up those bills, and 
I hope Senators will give way. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
c, {hope the vote will be taken. I am wiil- 
ing to leave the question to the Senate, without 
debate, whether they will go on with the civil and 
diplom itic appropriation bill or not. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I hope the Senators from Ken- 
tucky and Illinois and Virginia, will give way to 
permit me to make a motion to take up the home- 
stead bill. 1 shall vote, however, to keep before 
the Senate the civil and diplomatic appropriation 

» that | may have an opportunity with his as- 
sistance to take up the homestead bill as soon as 


' 


that is disposed of. 

Mr. BORLAND. I feel a good deal like the 
Senator from Illinois about this biH. There is a 
int resolution before the Senate, of which | have 
charge, and which lL have tried for some time to 
get before the Senate. It is indispensable to the 
public interest that it should be taken up, if Con- 
gress intend to do anything about printing the 
census returnsatall. Some two weeks ago, I re- 
ported from the Committee on Printing the joint 
resolution of the House of Representatives for 
publishing the returns of the Seventh Census, 
with an amendment. Now, it is for the Senate 
to say whether they will print the returns or not. 
If we intend to do so, it seemsto me that we must 
take up the resolution and pass it to-day or to- 
morrow. 

Mr. MANGUM. I suppose there are not less 
than twenty Senators who have some favorite 
measure, which they think entitled to considera- 
tion. The civil and diplomatic appropriation bill 
is one of immense public importance, and I hope 
we will not postpone it as we did a year ago, und 
have to sit here night and day to consider it while 
men are worn out. I hope we will go on with it, 
lt is of too much importance to be passed by as 
& courtesy to any gentleman. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will make a statement which 
I think will have weight. The honorable Senator 
from Texas [Mr. Hovsron] has generally agreed 


the territorial bills. 


t} 


Loin 


to give way, as he was entitled to the floor this | 


morning on the resolutions respecting colonization 
and Cuba, for the purpose of allowing the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill to come up. If 
hope other Senators will not be outdone by him 
in courtesy. 

Mr. BADGER. I will suggest a compromise 
better than that of the Senator from Illinois. Let 
us pass the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, 
and then, by common consent, let us take up and 


make one bill of Bennett’s land bill, the territo- | 


rial bill, Miss Dix’s bill, and the homestead bill, 


and pass them all together unanimously without | 


debate. (Laughter. } 


‘THE CONGRESSION 


1 cannot give way for any- 










































































Mr. W ELLER. By way of compromise. 

Mr. BADGER. Then we willa 
thing at once. 

Mr. WALK ER. I most unqualifiedly withhold 
my consent to the taking up of Bennett's land bill, 
and voting upon it without debate. It is a meas 
ure which | must oppose. The people of Wiscon- 
sin are opposed to it, and as I represent that State 
in part, l shall have to oppose that bill in defense 
of what I consider her rights, and in my Own jus- 


complisn every- 


tification, and to satisfy the reasonable demands of 
that State upon myself. | shall therefore feel it to 
be my duty, and | shall not torevo that duty, Lo 
discuss that measure to the full extent of its ope r- 
auon in all paruculars. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 1 only want it as a test 
question. l want to vote, and not to consume time. 
lt the Senate proceed to consider the civil and dip- 
lomatic appropriation bill this morning, | shall 
take it as an indication that it does not intend to 
act on Bennett’s land bill. | hope, therefore, we 
may have the yeas and nays on the vote, which | 
regard as atest. If the Senate votes to take up 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, | do not 
know that | shall trouble it with another motion. 
Give us the yeas and nays, and let us vote. 

Mr. BORLAND. 
prehension under which my honorable friend trom 
North Carolina [Mr. Mancum] seems to labor, 
with regard to favorite bills of Senators. I desire 
to say in regard to the census resolution, of which 
| spoke, that it is not a favorite measure of mine. 
For myself, | care very little about it, butas chair- 
man of the Printing Committee, it has become my 
duty to present it to the Senate and urge its con- 
sideration. Thatis the cause of my doing so— 
not because of any personal interest which | have 
in it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 39, nays 7; as follows: 


| desire to correct a misap- 


Y EAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Bor 
land, Bradbury, Bright, Brodhead, Brooke, Charlton,Chase, 
Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of Wiscousin, Dodge of towa, 


Douglas, Downs, Feich, Fitzpatrick 
ton, Hunter, James, Mallory, Mangum, Miller, Morton, 
Pearce, Pettit, Phelps, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, 
Sumner, Coucey, Waiker, and Weller—39. 
NAYS—Messrs. Fish, 
ard, Spruance, Underwood, and Wade—7. 


, Geyer, Hamlin, Hous 


Foot, Jones of ‘Cennessee, Sew- 


So the motion was agreed to. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

The Senate accordingly resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill from the House of Representatives 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1854. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bapcer 
in the chair.) ‘The question before the Senate is 
on the amendment reported from the Committee 
on Finance to add the following: 

* SEC. 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 

| of the ‘Treasury be authorized to refund to the legal claim 
ants for duties that have been paid on goods, wares, and 
merchandise that were consumed by fire tn the district and 
port ot New York in July, lS45, $300,000, and in the dis 
trict and port of Sau Franciseo, in the years 1850 and Ieol, 
= 100,000, subject to the restrictions and limitations of the 
act of July 7, 1888, passed for the relief of the suflerers by 
the fire of December, 1835, in New York; and the amount 
of goods destroyed and duties to be refunded, shall be as 
certained at said ports respectively, and be adjusted and 
repaid thereat, in a manner similar to that which is provided 
forin the act above referred to, in relation tu losses at New 
York.”’ 

Mr. FISH. I desire to ask the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance whether there has been 
any estimate upon which the sum of &300,U000 is 
founded? My impression that under the 
phraseology of that amendment, it will avail noth- 
ing to the claimants in the city of New York. It 
will probably avail five or six thousand dollars. 
The limitation put upon it will render it useless. 

Mr. HUNTER. If that is the case, | hope it 
will be voted down. I thought it wus an amend- 
ment agreed upon between New York and San 
Francisco. J desire to have a limitation with re- 
gard to the Treasury. I doubt myself whether 


is, 


the amendment would be of any value to either of 


the parties. 

Mr. GWIN.: I am perfectly willing that that 
portion of it that has reference to New York should 
be voted down, if the Senator from New York is 
not satisfied with it. But 1 want the portion con- 
nected with California voted in, because I believe 
it will be of some benefit. There is no doubt 
about the fact that goods have been burnt and de- 
|| stroyed, and duties paid on goods in the custom- 
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house, while the bonds of the merchants are out- 


$$ — — _ 


standing against them, upon which they are liaole 


to be sued. l hope the $100,000 appropria ed for 
California will remain in the bill. Lam perfectly 


satisfied it will do my constituents some geod. It 


is not all that I should desire to get, but uis getung 


something for them 

Mr. FISH. I did not rise to object to the 
amendmen I wanted’ to know whether there 
was any estimate for it I make no objection to 
it. Let it pass as it is. It will, perhaps, avail 


some five or six thousand dollars. 
Mr. HUNTER. The point to which I looked 
ww . . . 
was, whether the Treasury of the United States 
is guarded. It the limitation of 


the act of 


is guarded with 
1838, which is well drawn, lam econ- 
tented with any provision which is guarded by 
that act 
Mr. SEWARD. So aml. 


man 
Ihe amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment reported from the Com- 


mittee on Finance was the tollowin g: 

‘Sec. “ind he it furth enacted, ‘That the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury be authorized to renmut | duties upouw any 
machinery nuported into the United States for spinning and 
weaving flax, or to retund duties beretotore paid within five 
years past on such machinery, out of any money in the 
Preasury not otherwise appropriated : Provided, That it 
shall be proved to his satistaction that such machinery is 
not an article Of manufacture in the Uuited States, and has 
been used by the persons or compant lmporting it for 
manutacturing purposes: .ind provided further, That they 
bind themselves to permit in=pections and models of sech 
machinery to be made In suc i mauber as inay bot interiere 


with their usual occupations.” 


Mr. HUNTER. 
species of machinery 


This provision is to suffer a 


for a new manufacture grow- 


ing up, to come 


In without payment of duty It 


has been suggested to me by the Senator from 
Rhode Island, that it perhups wanted one addi 
tional restriction, and that is, that this privilege 
shall not be extended for a period of more than 
two years. l therefore move to add at the end 


the words— 


‘Nor shall this privilege be extended for a period of more 
than two years.”’ 


Theamendmentto the amendment was agi eed to. 


Mr. DAVIS. 1 would suggest another modi- 
fication. It has a proviso that this machinery Is 
not manufactured in the United States. | think it 


ought to state, ** machinery not manufactured at 
the ume of the tmportation.’’ It may have been 
manufactured from these very models. | suggest, 


therefore, to the Senator, to Insert **not manu- 


factured at the time of the importation = 

Mr. HUNTER. i think that 
is right. By general consent it may be inserted. 

There was no objection, and it 
fied. 

The amendment as amended was then agreed 
to. 


l avree to tnat 


was 80 modi- 


The next amendment reported from the Com- 


mittee on Finance was the following: 


‘Sec. And be it furth enacted, That the Secre ry 
of the Treasury is hereby authorized and requir to canevl 
any outstanding debenture bonds given previously to the 
first day of July, 1850, upon the tnpertation ot foreign 
coals: Provided, That the said coals ive been exported 
toa foretyn port or constimed upon the outward voyage, 


and shall not have been consumed in the United States.”’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 
the committee was to 


ion: 


mm . 
The next amendment of 
insert the following sect 


‘Sec. And he it further enacted, That the third see 
tion of the act entitied Au act making appropriations 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1847, and for other pur 
poses,’ approved Augu-t 10, 1346, be, aud the same is 


hereby, revived and continued in force for the fiscal year 
ending the 3eth of June, 1854.” 


Mr. HUNTER. 


certain clerks are continued from year 


j ' 
which 


io year. 


Th itis a provision by 


The amendment was agreed to, 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
add the following section: 


“Sec. —. Andhbeut further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury d to pur 
chase, at jhe current the outstanding 
stocks of the United Statesas he may think most advivable 
from any surplus funds in the Treasury: Provided, That 
the balanee ia the Treasury shall oot at any time be reduced 
below $6,000,000, ”” 


be, and he ts hereby, authoriz 


markel price, any oi 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. The on Finance 
have instructed me to offer the following amend- 
ment, which is based upon an estimate to carry 
out an act passed at this session 


Committee 


= 


= 


mS 
! 
Tied 
he 
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For pensions to widows and orphans, under an act ent- 
t! An act to continue half pay to certain widows aud 
orphans,” appr ed February 3, 1853, $174,000, 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HUNTER. The Committee on Finance 
have also instructed me to report the following 


aine!l Iment: 

ty . Andheit further enacted, That when private 
establichiments shall be madesto refine gold bullion, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, if he shall deem them capable of 
executing sach work, is hereby authorized and required to 
limitthe amount thereof which shall be refined in the Mint 


at Piiladelphia, from quarter to quarter, and to reduce the 

ame progressively as such establishments shall be extended, 
so us eventually, and as soon as may be, to exclude refining 
from the Mint, and to require that every deposit of gold bul 
lion made therein for coinage, shall be adapted to said pur- 
pose, without the aet of refining: Provided, That noadvan 
cesincoin shall be made upon bullion after these regulations 
shall be carried into effect, except upon bullion refined as 
i in preserive d. 


he design of this amendment is to do what 


Alexander Hamilton said, in his first report on the 
Viint, ought to be done as soon as the state of the 
arts should justify it. [tis to enable the Secretary 
of the Treasury, whenever it can be done by pri- 
vate enterprise, to leave the business of refining to 
private enterprise, and eet rid of that portion of the 
manufacturing which has been done heretofore at 
the Mint. [tis a matter which is desired in the 
Mint, and | believe it would relieve the Mint a 
rreat deal, and enable it to operate more efficiently, 
and save a great deal of expense to the holders of 
gold. 

Vr. BRODHEAD. I confess I do not very 
well understand this, and I desireto inquire of the 
chairman of the Finance Committee, whether he 
understands distinctly from the officers of the Mint 
at Philadelphia that they desire such a thing as 
this, or whether they have been consulted at all ? 

Mr. HUNTER. I consulted Mr. 
who was time ago—a gentleman 
known to the Senator from Pennsylvania—and 
he is very anxious for it. L received a letter from 
him the other day urging it. 

‘The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. The Committee on Finance 
has directed me to offer an amendment in relation 
to custom-houses. I will state that this Is an 
amendment which was reserved until after the ac- 
tion of the Senate on similar amendments which 
were disposed of on Saturday. The Senate having 
overruled the committee and taken off the limita- 
tion in regard to the custom-houses, the commit- 
tee have now instructed me to report the follow- 
ing: 


Patterson, 
here a short 


For the erection of a enstom-house, to include other pub- 
lic offices, at Richmond, Virginia, $75,000: Provided, That 
this sum, in addition to the $150,000 heretofore prescribed 
as the whole amount directed to be expended for this pur 
pose, shall constitute the ecatire cost of the purchase of the 
site and the competion of the building 

Por the construction of a custom house at Norfolk, Vir 
ginia, £35,000; which, in addition to the sum heretotore 
prescribed as the whole amount to be expended for that 
purpose, shall constitute the entire cost of the purchase ot 
the site and completion of the building. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. [ cannot understand the 
reason why we should adopt this amendment, ex- 
ceptit is that one wrong justifies another. [| under- 
stood the Senator from Virginia the other day to 
say, that these limitations ought to stand, and that 
the Senate heretofore did right in placing the limit- 
ation. Now, sir, in such a case why should we 
take off the limitation in regard to these two cus- 
tom-houses? tl understand the contractors under- 
took to build them for a certain sum, but because 
the sum has been enlarged in other places you 
must enlarge them in this. I say that does not 
follow as a matter of course. I understood the 
Senator from Virginia to say the other day, that 
the limitation should not be taken off in regard to 
the custom-houses in the West. The Senate, it 
is true, decided otherwise; perhaps for very good 
reasons—reasons that do not exist, probably, in 
this case. 

Mr. HUNTER. My opinion at that time was 
that this was a much stronger case than any of 
them which were presented in the West; but still, 
as | was anxious that the principle of limitation 
should be observed, I did not like the appearance 
of departing from it in the case of my own State; 
and it will be observed that | am not even for it 
now, for Lam for holding them to some limitation. 
I will explain to the Senator from Pennsylvania 
why this sum is proposed. It is in pursuance of 
an estimate from the Treasury Department. Not 
a dollar has been expended beyond the amount. 





| Jt was found, however, that the site cost so much 
that enough has not been left for the buildings, 
unless we put up brick buildings. There is in 
| the neighborhood of Richmond—very near it— 
some of the finest granite in the world. It was 
proposed to put up granite buildings there, as 
they are doing in the cases of other custom-houses; 
and there is some reason for it, because it is in 
the neighborhood. We still preserve the limita- 
tion—a limitation which is much more than in 
some of the western custom-houses—for it will 
reduce the whoie cost to $225,000, and less than 
that we ought not to reduce it. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move to amend the amend- 


; ment by adding: 


To complete the foundation of the custom-house in Ban 
gor, and to connect the same with the shore, $15,v00. 

I desire to say that I have here the estimate 
and recommendation of the Department for that 
appropriation, and it is within the limitation con- 
tained in the original appropriation. That limited 
the cost of the building to $50,000. ‘They have 
laid the foundation in the bed of the stream, and 
they must connect it with the main shore. A con- 


tract has been made to erect the building within ; 


the original limitation. 

‘The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move further to amend the 
amendment, by adding the following: 


To complete the custom-house at Bath, Maine, $12,000. 


That is also made in pursuance of an estimate 
from the Treasury Department. The original ap- 
propriation for that place was $25,000, buton pur- 
chasing the site, they were compelled to expend a 
larger sum than was supposed at first to be neces- 
sary, which limited the sum for the custom-house 
and post office to $21,000. The Department has 
recommended the additional sum of $12,000. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I have another amendment to 
the amendment: 

For the purchase of a site, and the erection of a custom- 
house at Belfast, Maine, $20,000: Provided, That the plan 
ot the building shall be such that the whole cost, both of 
the building and site, shall in no event exceed the appro- 
priation hereby made 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to, and the amendment as amended was adopted. 

Mr. HUNTER. I desire now to offer an 
amendment which has been unanimously adopted 
by the Committee on Finance, in regard to the 
classification and organization of clerks. If the 
Senate will allow me, it will save time and some 
trouble to explain it instead of reading the amend- 
ment. I can explain it ina very few words. It 
proposes to organize the clerks of the Depart- 
ments of the Treasury, Interior, War, Navy, and 
Post Office—leaving outthe State Department, be- 
cause at the time this scheme originated, Mr. 
Webster requested me to leave it out—in four 


| classes; class one, to receive $900 per annum; 
| class two, $1,200; class three, $1,500, and class 


four, $1,800. It allows, besides this, a chief clerk 
in those bureaus where a chief clerk is now allowed, 
at $2,000, and a chief clerk to each of the De- 
partments proper, where they are now allowed, 
$2,200. It also provides that there may be a 
disbursing clerk, one for each Department of the 
Navy, War, and Post Office, not more than three 
for the Treasury, and not more than three for the 
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Department of the Interior, so as to get rid of || 


the numerous disbursing clerks which they now 
have, and put them under the regulation of the 
independent treasury act. In addition to this, it 
is provided that no new clerk shall be appointed 
until he shall have been examined and qualified 
by a Board to consist of three persons, one of 


them to be the head of the bureau into which he | 


is to be appointed, and the others to be appointed 
by the head of the Department who appoints the 
clerks. 

These are the provisions of the section. It ar- 
ranges the clerks amongst the heads of the bu- 
reaus according to the reports which came in, In 
answer to a resolution which I introduced not 
more than a year ago. 
head of each of the bureaus in regard to the ar- 
rangement upon the classification which I then 


| proposed, and a report from the head of each De- 
| partment. We havearranged the clerks according 
|| tothese reports into four classes. 


We have reports from the | 


Feb. 28. 


vided, however, in order that it may work well 
and that there may be no inconvenience in cas 
we should have made some trifling omission ee 
the head of the Department may distribute the 
clerks amongst the different bureaus as he think 
best, thus leaving the whole control with “eg 
The result of the scheme is, that we equalize th, 
salary in each class; we classify all the clerks in 
each Department, so that we get rid of the eterng) 
applications to increase a clerk’s salary in orde. 
to bring it up to a sum equal to that of another 
We also get rid of the principle of extra allow. 
ance and extra emoluments; and I believe , 
shall thus lay the foundation of what is essentia| 
to the safe administration of this Governmen:_ 
mean a civil corps, who shall have the experienc, 
the efficiency, and the ability to enable the hea,. 
of the Departments to administer their respec). 
Departments safely and efficiently, without whi.) 
I believe that no matter who is President, no mos. 
ter who is the head of the department, we cay. 
not expect that the affairs of the Government w;)j 
be administered safely and efficiently; because, af. 
ter all, it depends upon the honesty, the skill, ang 
the efficiency of the men that do the work of the 
Departments, to administer them properly. [hy 
the amendment will pass. 
portant. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I would ask the honorabhj 
Senator from Virginia if the amendment attempts 
to change the tenure of office? 

Mr. HUNTER. It does not touch that at a! 
[t does not meddle with the appointing power. | 
leaves that as it is. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The highest salary of an or. 
dinary regular clerk is $1,800. 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir. 

Mr.SHIELDS. I fully agree with the honor. 
able Senator that this measure will be very bene. 
ficial to the Departments. 

Mr. PRATT. I desire to make one inquiry of 
the chairman of the Committee on Finance. | de- 
sire to know how the present incumbents are ¢ 
be classified under this arrangement—whether they 
are all to go out of office on some particular day 
when the classification is to be made, or whether 
they are to be considered as in office and are to be 
classified ? 

Mr. HUNTER. The amendment considers 
them in office. It provides that the existing 
clerks shall be classified and distributed. It legis- 
lates no one out of office or into office. It leaves 
that as it is now. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I shall be under the neces- 
sity of asking to have the amendment read. By 
reading a part of it, I find that it not only divides 
the clerks into four classes and fixes the salaries 
at $900, $1,200, $1,500, and $1,800 each, but it 
then goes on and prescribes the number that there 
shall be in each Department—the number in each 
bureau in every branch of the Government. | 
is necessary to inquire whether the existing nun- 
ber is increased or diminished, whether the effect 
is to dismiss all the existing clerks from office and 
have new appointments made, or whether it is to 
take effect at a future time. I desire to have the 
amendment read. 

The Secretary proceeded with reading the 
amendment, but was interrupted by— 

Mr. DOUGLAS, who said: I will not insist 
on the reading of the whole of the amendment. | 
find it is so much a matter of detail that we sha!! 
have to trust to the committee. 


Mr. PRATT. I desire to make an inquiry of 


—! 


pe 


I regard it as most jp 


' the chairman of the Commitee on Finance. I see 


We have pro- || It 


that in one of the Auditor’s offices there are 
twenty-six clerks of class one, which have only 
a salary of $900. I desire to inquire what is the 
change which is made in this respect? During 
the last session we increased the salary of the 
clerks, on the hypothesis that they could not live 
on the salaries which they received. [ am inclined 
to think that this must increase the lower grade ot 
salaries to a greater extent. 

Mr. HUNTER. This is in pursuance of an 
estimate from the Auditor himself. He estimated 
for this number at the lower grade of salary. 
The original plan which I proposed was, salaries 
at the rate of $800, $1,200, $1,600, and $2,000; 
but in the committee we made it $900, $1,200, 
$1,500, and $1,800. The idea of that classifica- 
tion is this: In the lower classes you can em- 
loy young men; you might get many for $70). 

eel the salaries, therefore, in the lower 
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